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System Name: 

NSF Delinquent Debtors' File.  

System Location(s): 

National Science Foundation, Division of Financial Management, Financial Statements Section, 
4201 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22230.  

Categories of Individuals Covered by the System: 

Employees, former employees, panelists, recipients of fellowship stipends and others owing 
money to the National Science Foundation.  

Categories of Records in the System: 

Information varies depending on individual debtor. Normally, the name, Social Security 
Number, address, amount of debt or delinquent amount, basis of the debt, office referring debts, 
agency collection efforts, credit reports, debt collection letters, correspondence to or from the 
debtor relating to the debt and correspondence with employing agencies of debtors.  

Authority for Maintenance of the System: 

Federal Claims Collection Act of 1966, Public Law 89-508; Debt Collection Act of 1982, Public 
Law 97-365, and E.O. 9397.  

Purpose(s): 

Information is used for the purpose of collecting moneys owed NSF arising out of any 
administrative or program activities or service administered by NSF. The file represents the basis 
for the debt and amount of debt and actions taken by NSF to collect the moneys owed under the 
debt. The credit report or financial statement provides an understanding of the individual's 
financial condition with respect to requests for deferments of payment.  

Routine Uses of Records Maintained in the System, Including Categories of Users and the 
Purposes of such Uses: 

Information from this system may be disclosed to:  

1. The U.S. General Accounting Office (GAO), Department of Justice, United States Attorney, 
or other Federal agencies for further collection action on any delinquent account when 
circumstances warrant.  



2. A commercial credit reporting agency for the purpose of either adding to a credit history file 
or obtaining a credit history file for use in the administration of debt collection.  

3. A debt collection agency for the purpose of collection services to recover indebtedness owed 
to NSF.  

4. Debtor's name, Social Security Number, the amount of debt owed, and the history of the debt 
may be disclosed to any Federal agency where the individual debtor is employed or receiving 
some form of remuneration for the purpose of enabling that agency to collect debts on NSF's 
behalf by administrative or salary offset procedures under the provisions of the Debt Collection 
Act of 1982 (Pub. L. 97-365).  

5. Any other federal agency including but limited to, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3720A, for the purpose of effecting an administrative offset against the 
debtor of a delinquent debt owed to NSF by the debtor.  

6. The Internal Revenue Service by computer matching to obtain the mailing address of a 
taxpayer for the purpose of locating such taxpayer to collect or to compromise a Federal claim by 
NSF against the taxpayer pursuant to 26 U.S.C. 6103 (m)(20) and in accordance with 31 U.S.C. 
3711, 3217 and 3718.  

Note:  

Redisclosures of a mailing address from the IRS may be made only for the purpose of debt 
collection, including to a debt collection agency in order to facilitate the collection or 
compromise of a Federal claim under the Debt Collection Act of 1982, except that a mailing 
address to a consumer reporting agency is for the limited purpose of obtaining a commercial 
credit report on the particular taxpayer. Any such address information obtained from the IRS will 
not be used or shared for any other NSF purpose or disclosed to another Federal, state, or local 
agency which seeks to locate the same individual for its own debt collection purpose.  

7. Data base information consisting of debtor's name, Social Security Number, and amount owed 
may be disclosed to the Defense Manpower Data Center (DMDC). Department of Defense, the 
U.S. Postal Service or to any other Federal, state, or local agency for the purpose of conducting 
an authorized computer matching program in compliance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. 
552a), as amended, to identify and locate delinquent debtors in order to start a recoupment 
process on an individual basis of any debt owed NSF by the debtor arising out of any 
administrative or program activities or services administered by NSF.  

8. Any creditor Federal agency seeking assistance in implementing administrative or salary 
offset procedures in the collection of unpaid financial obligations owed the United States 
government from an individual. An exception to this routine use is an individual's mailing 
address obtained from the IRS pursuant to 26 U.S.C. 6103(m)(2).  



9. Another Federal agency, a court, or a party in litigation before a court or in an administrative 
proceeding being conducted by a Federal agency when the Government is a party to the judicial 
or administrative proceeding.  

10. The Department of Justice, to the extent disclosure is compatible with the purpose for which 
the record was collected, and is relevant and necessary to litigation or anticipated litigation, in 
which one of the following is a party or has an interest: (a) NSF or any of its components; (b) an 
NSF employee in his/her official capacity; (c) an NSF employee in his/her individual capacity 
when the Department of Justice is representing or considering representing the employee; or (d) 
the United States, when NSF determines that litigation is likely to affect the Agency.  

11. Contractors, grantees, volunteers, experts, advisors, and other individuals who perform a 
service to or work on or under a contract, grant, cooperative agreement, or other arrangement 
with or for the Federal government, as necessary to carry out their duties.  

12. Representatives of the General Services Administration and the National Archives and 
Records Administration who are conducting records management inspections under the authority 
of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906.  

Policies and Practice for Storing, Retrieving, Accessing, Retaining, and Disposing of Records 
in the System: 

Storage: 

Records are maintained electronically. Records are also maintained in file folders.  

Retrievability: 

Records are retrieved by name or Social Security Number.  

Safeguards: 

These records are available only to those persons whose official duties require such access. 
Records are kept in limited access during duty hours and in locked cabinets at all other times.  

Retention and Disposal: 

Records are disposed of after ten years unless needed for an ongoing investigation in which case 
the record will be retained until no longer needed in the investigation.  

System Manager(s) and Address(es): 

Director, Division of Financial Management, National Science Foundation, 4201 Wilson 
Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22230.  

Notification Procedure: 



The Privacy Act Officer should be contacted in accordance with procedures fount at 45 CFR part 
613.  

Record Access Procedures: 

See "Notification" above.  

Contesting Record Procedures: 

See "Notification" above.  

Record Source Categories: 

Information in this system of records obtained from the individual, institution, award records, 
collection agencies, and other appropriate agencies, i.e., DMDC, IRS, GAO, USPS.  

Exemptions Claimed for the System: 

None.  
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