
Field 2008 2009 2010

All fields 53,893,678 59,429,890 58,354,790

   Environmental sciences 2,984,595 3,646,157 3,385,630
      Atmospheric sciences 884,492 NA NA
      Geological sciences 517,495 NA NA
      Oceanography 788,687 NA NA
      Environmental sciences, nec 793,921 NA NA

   Life sciences 28,918,830 30,466,372 30,636,871
      Agricultural sciences 1,020,274 NA NA
      Biological sciences (excluding environmental biology) 14,443,085 NA NA
      Environmental biology 858,027 NA NA
      Medical sciences 10,387,345 NA NA
      Life sciences, nec 2,210,099 NA NA

   Mathematics and computer sciences 3,047,277 3,706,994 3,364,122
      Computer sciences 2,053,021 NA NA
      Mathematics 782,873 NA NA
      Mathematics and computer sciences, nec 211,383 NA NA

   Physical sciences 5,072,580 6,070,885 5,788,368
      Astronomy 527,879 NA NA
      Chemistry 1,148,393 NA NA
      Physics 2,968,933 NA NA
      Physical sciences, nec 427,375 NA NA

   Psychology 1,740,835 1,842,260 1,875,632
      Biological aspects 21,767 NA NA
      Social aspects 18,758 NA NA
      Psychological sciences, nec 1,700,310 NA NA

   Social sciences 976,961 1,260,777 1,278,704
      Anthropology 17,406 NA NA

Preliminary

TABLE 19.  Federal obligations for research, by detailed field of science and engineering: FY 2008–10
(Dollars in thousands)

      Economics 212,276 NA NA
      Political science 29,222 NA NA
      Sociology 95,196 NA NA
      Social sciences, nec 622,861 NA NA

   Other sciences, nec 2,177,055 2,563,963 2,436,307

   Engineering 8,975,516 9,872,460 9,589,132
      Aeronautical engineering 810,308 NA NA
      Astronautical engineering 288,083 NA NA
      Chemical engineering 345,577 NA NA
      Civil engineering 487,979 NA NA

      Electrical engineering 1,046,464 NA NA
      Mechanical engineering 292,407 NA NA
      Metallurgy and materials engineering 1,623,914 NA NA
      Engineering, nec 4,080,784 NA NA

SOURCE:  National Science Foundation/National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Survey of Federal Funds for 
Research and Development: FY 2008–10.

NA = not available; data collected for this table were not recorded at that level in that particular fiscal year.

nec = not elsewhere classified.


