
Primary mechanism and primary
source of support 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007olda 2007newa 2008 2009

All sources 320,469 322,655 323,371 331,382 342,430 350,133 362,344 376,569

    Federal 71,809 73,436 73,700 73,692 71,927 73,048 70,383 74,728
        DOD 8,878 8,639 8,601 8,465 8,475 8,497 7,864 8,411
        DOE 4,007 4,114 4,370 4,442 4,241 4,246 4,311 4,587
        HHS 22,170 23,650 23,881 24,331 23,621 24,461 23,947 24,682
            NIH 20,372 22,319 22,731 23,286 22,602 23,425 22,829 23,521
            Other HHS 1,798 1,331 1,150 1,045 1,019 1,036 1,118 1,161
        NASA 3,175 2,875 2,652 2,338 2,301 2,305 2,320 2,415
        NSF 19,066 19,690 20,049 19,972 19,446 19,515 19,599 21,433
        USDA 3,387 3,468 3,252 2,896 2,715 2,715 2,691 2,616
        Other 11,126 11,000 10,895 11,248 11,128 11,309 9,651 10,584
    Institutional 135,251 137,071 137,828 141,069 146,694 150,326 159,833 159,636
    Other nonfederal 26,099 24,155 24,089 24,598 23,859 24,108 23,440 24,146
        Domestic 23,371 21,615 21,748 22,156 21,248 21,483 19,933 20,519
        Foreign 2,728 2,540 2,341 2,442 2,611 2,625 3,507 3,627
    Self-support 87,310 87,993 87,754 92,023 99,950 102,651 108,688 118,059

    Fellowships 31,360 31,879 33,231 33,345 34,430 35,158 35,625 36,158
        Federal 6,912 7,183 7,464 7,383 7,485 7,758 7,587 7,950
            DOD 436 412 363 410 490 496 529 581
            DOE 151 129 149 165 196 198 165 156
            HHS 1,361 1,507 1,410 1,451 1,552 1,732 1,755 1,757
                NIH 1,190 1,382 1,320 1,393 1,489 1,667 1,666 1,664
                Other HHS 171 125 90 58 63 65 89 93
            NASA 264 260 278 259 283 284 285 301
            NSF 3,118 3,283 3,462 3,239 3,196 3,224 3,169 3,410
            USDA 91 81 72 47 118 119 123 119
            Other 1,491 1,511 1,730 1,812 1,650 1,705 1,561 1,626
        Institutional 19,740 20,346 21,662 21,842 22,932 23,323 24,181 24,254
        Other nonfederal 4,708 4,350 4,105 4,120 4,013 4,077 3,857 3,954
            Domestic 3,699 3,406 3,128 3,051 2,965 3,017 2,693 2,638
            Foreign 1,009 944 977 1,069 1,048 1,060 1,164 1,316
        Self-support na na na na na na na na

    Research assistantships 105,715 105,791 105,136 105,604 106,018 107,360 109,825 112,936
        Federal 54,094 55,141 54,848 54,238 53,906 54,473 52,932 56,010
            DOD 6,815 6,217 6,036 5,842 6,047 6,061 6,063 6,541
            DOE 3,758 3,847 4,070 4,091 3,960 3,962 4,039 4,315
            HHS 15,070 16,345 16,482 16,768 16,559 17,007 16,465 16,864
                NIH 13,705 15,357 15,687 16,010 15,759 16,196 15,657 16,003
                Other HHS 1,365 988 795 758 800 811 808 861
            NASA 2,778 2,515 2,233 1,946 1,918 1,921 1,935 2,005
            NSF 15,153 15,549 15,652 15,706 15,408 15,450 15,407 16,876
            USDA 3,112 3,233 3,041 2,628 2,387 2,386 2,399 2,345
            Other 7,408 7,435 7,334 7,257 7,627 7,686 6,624 7,064
        Institutional 35,399 35,494 34,987 35,287 37,008 37,665 41,861 41,431
        Other nonfederal 16,222 15,156 15,301 16,079 15,104 15,222 15,032 15,495
            Domestic 15,586 14,572 14,744 15,529 14,260 14,379 13,620 14,234
            Foreign 636 584 557 550 844 843 1,412 1,261
        Self-support na na na na na na na na

    Teaching assistantships 67,737 67,569 68,588 70,003 71,459 73,762 77,384 76,589
        Federal 1,326 1,303 1,442 1,442 1,380 1,423 979 1,231
            DOD na na na na na na na na
            DOE 48 58 78 80 49 49 57 71
            HHS 324 268 311 325 277 295 40 61
                NIH 283 245 273 290 259 273 na na
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                Other HHS 41 23 38 35 18 22 40 61
            NASA 33 30 50 46 35 35 33 45
            NSF 284 282 373 411 339 339 358 343
            USDA 80 63 53 73 70 70 56 45
            Other 557 602 577 507 610 635 435 666
        Institutional 65,422 65,326 66,212 67,632 68,892 71,121 75,330 74,233
        Other nonfederal 989 940 934 929 1,187 1,218 1,075 1,125
            Domestic 989 940 934 929 1,187 1,218 971 1,023
            Foreign na na na na na na 104 102
        Self-support na na na na na na na na

    Traineeships 10,072 9,820 9,873 9,724 9,249 9,558 9,882 9,930
        Federal 5,901 5,869 6,007 5,949 5,444 5,657 5,904 6,267
            DOD 39 45 63 76 79 80 102 92
            DOE 5 25 35 64 18 18 8 4
            HHS 4,794 4,860 4,982 4,891 4,618 4,809 4,931 5,266
                NIH 4,654 4,727 4,837 4,776 4,508 4,698 4,779 5,138
                Other HHS 140 133 145 115 110 111 152 128
            NASA 56 48 56 50 36 36 45 27
            NSF 328 398 373 368 294 294 486 565
            USDA 14 16 23 23 21 21 15 19
            Other 665 477 475 477 378 399 317 294
        Institutional 3,618 3,445 3,276 3,306 3,301 3,395 3,487 3,214
        Other nonfederal 553 506 590 469 504 506 491 449
            Domestic 465 404 528 401 422 424 446 404
            Foreign 88 102 62 68 82 82 45 45
        Self-support na na na na na na na na

    Other types of support 105,585 107,596 106,543 112,706 121,274 124,295 129,628 140,956
        Federal 3,576 3,940 3,939 4,680 3,712 3,737 2,981 3,270
            DOD 1,588 1,965 2,139 2,137 1,859 1,860 1,170 1,197
            DOE 45 55 38 42 18 19 42 41
            HHS 621 670 696 896 615 618 756 734
                NIH 540 608 614 817 587 591 727 716
                Other HHS 81 62 82 79 28 27 29 18
            NASA 44 22 35 37 29 29 22 37
            NSF 183 178 189 248 209 208 179 239
            USDA 90 75 63 125 119 119 98 88
            Other 1,005 975 779 1,195 863 884 714 934
        Institutional 11,072 12,460 11,691 13,002 14,561 14,822 14,974 16,504
        Other nonfederal 3,627 3,203 3,159 3,001 3,051 3,085 2,985 3,123
            Domestic 2,632 2,293 2,414 2,246 2,414 2,445 2,203 2,220
            Foreign 995 910 745 755 637 640 782 903
        Self-support 87,310 87,993 87,754 92,023 99,950 102,651 108,688 118,059

SOURCE:  National Science Foundation/National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, NSF-NIH Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and 
Engineering.

DOD = Department of Defense; DOE = Department of Energy; HHS = Department of Health and Human Services; NASA = National Aeronautics and Space Administration; NIH = 
National Institutes of Health; NSF = National Science Foundation; USDA = U.S. Department of Agriculture.

a In 2007, GSS-eligible fields were reclassified, newly eligible fields were added, and survey was redesigned to improve coverage and coding of GSS-eligible units. "2007new" 
presents data as collected in 2007; "2007old" reflects data as they would have been collected under 2006 methodology. See appendix A, "Technical Notes," for further details and 
specific field changes.  

na = not applicable.


