
Field 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007old
a

2007new
a 2008

All surveyed fields 142,431 146,368 155,098 161,029 169,999 172,256 173,627 177,508

    Science and engineering 122,307 124,559 129,756 132,911 138,915 142,983 145,369 149,233

        Science 94,107 95,137 99,699 102,140 106,349 109,150 111,210 113,525

            Agricultural sciences 549 623 585 582 572 564 532 578

            Biological sciences 17,083 17,638 19,202 19,446 19,927 20,477 20,913 21,500

                Anatomy 251 265 286 292 354 341 357 308

                Biochemistry 1,522 1,586 1,699 1,708 1,731 1,737 1,686 1,706

                Biology 3,245 3,415 3,693 3,591 3,762 3,879 3,756 3,887

                Biometry/epidemiology 1,436 1,583 1,950 2,023 1,908 2,378 2,434 2,599

                Biophysics 340 352 448 444 431 448 448 408

                Botany 65 74 71 72 75 76 76 75

                Cell biology 1,822 1,914 2,057 2,127 2,239 2,262 2,294 2,367

                Ecology 208 214 181 213 209 226 251 247

                Entomology/parasitology 53 48 44 32 35 35 35 32

                Genetics 729 755 846 810 810 811 836 839

                Microbiology/immunology/virology 1,800 1,855 1,968 1,972 1,971 1,970 1,904 1,840

                Nutrition 1,047 990 1,010 889 1,006 848 848 1,059

                Pathology 629 546 559 635 606 678 713 759

                Pharmacology 1,164 1,074 1,097 1,010 1,062 1,052 1,003 1,023

                Physiology 874 931 966 949 880 846 883 913

                Zoology 60 56 30 7 5 3 3 4

                Biological sciences, nec 1,838 1,980 2,297 2,672 2,843 2,887 3,386 3,434

            Communication
a ne ne ne ne ne ne 932 1,355

            Computer sciences 18,507 16,970 16,636 15,914 16,129 16,659 16,529 16,473

            Earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences 2,180 2,200 2,326 2,340 2,376 2,303 2,308 2,445

                Atmospheric sciences 36 36 44 57 32 51 51 66

                Geosciences 1,177 1,153 1,227 1,215 1,229 1,133 1,133 1,186
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                Oceanography 394 419 429 478 478 455 455 504

                Earth/atmospheric/ocean sciences, nec 573 592 626 590 637 664 669 689

            Family and consumer science/

              human science
a ne ne ne ne ne ne 200 362

            Mathematical sciences 3,725 3,878 4,110 4,148 4,443 4,534 4,297 4,434

                Mathematics/applied mathematics 3,030 3,112 3,319 3,272 3,547 3,575 3,320 3,341

                Statistics 695 766 791 876 896 959 977 1,093

            Multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary studies
a ne ne ne ne ne ne 749 1,100

            Neuroscience
a na na na na na na 554 812

            Physical sciences 8,329 8,886 9,181 9,094 9,408 9,534 9,534 9,754

                Astronomy 424 443 456 501 532 535 535 571

                Chemistry 4,834 5,135 5,291 5,174 5,322 5,432 5,432 5,511

                Physics 3,051 3,301 3,427 3,412 3,546 3,559 3,559 3,551

                Physical sciences, nec 20 7 7 7 8 8 8 121

            Psychology 19,607 20,071 21,860 24,045 25,013 25,014 24,886 24,746

                Clinical psychology 8,310 8,770 9,116 9,801 9,495 9,887 9,952 9,204

                Psychology, general 3,871 3,654 3,716 3,643 3,381 4,610 4,405 4,224

                Psychology, nec 7,426 7,647 9,028 10,601 12,137 10,517 10,529 11,318

            Social sciences 24,127 24,871 25,799 26,571 28,481 30,065 29,776 29,966

                Agricultural economics 61 72 85 72 70 73 73 81

                Anthropology (cultural/social) 1,929 1,910 1,867 1,890 1,926 1,941 1,941 1,997

                Economics (except agricultural) 3,832 3,769 3,641 3,471 3,604 3,845 3,972 4,143

                Geography 276 299 296 273 307 318 318 341

                History and philosophy of science 199 212 218 239 227 233 182 265

                Linguistics 678 704 646 858 618 642 525 617
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                Political science 11,658 12,153 12,998 14,083 15,432 15,333 15,143 14,898

                Sociology 1,985 2,049 1,956 2,014 2,028 2,000 1,935 1,888

                Sociology/anthropology 118 134 135 138 107 80 80 84

                Social sciences, nec 3,391 3,569 3,957 3,533 4,162 5,600 5,607 5,652

        Engineering 28,200 29,422 30,057 30,771 32,566 33,833 34,159 35,708

            Aerospace engineering 1,018 1,110 1,062 1,091 1,203 1,205 1,205 1,228

            Agricultural engineering 64 65 62 60 62 67 67 60

            Architecture
a na na na na na na 873 1,163

            Biomedical engineering 1,556 1,752 2,061 2,222 2,446 2,540 2,563 2,551

            Chemical engineering 1,931 1,945 1,982 1,982 2,099 2,187 2,244 2,336

            Civil engineering
a 3,425 3,434 3,394 3,319 3,375 3,985 3,112 3,195

            Electrical engineering 10,243 10,222 10,100 10,270 10,901 11,069 11,054 11,030

            Engineering science 764 716 785 832 879 709 713 677

            Industrial engineering 3,510 4,066 4,185 4,597 4,689 4,310 4,790 5,267

            Mechanical engineering 3,263 3,649 3,960 4,145 4,470 5,020 5,020 5,402

            Metallurgical/materials engineering 1,269 1,313 1,257 1,168 1,213 1,232 1,232 1,342

            Mining engineering 4 5 0 0 0 0 0 0

            Nuclear engineering 109 112 99 100 107 122 122 136

            Petroleum engineering 128 120 137 116 112 119 119 146

            Engineering, nec 916 913 973 869 1,010 1,268 1,045 1,175

    Health 20,124 21,809 25,342 28,118 31,084 29,273 28,258 28,275

        Clinical medicine 6,823 7,485 7,957 8,196 9,978 9,333 8,411 8,571

            Anesthesiology 270 354 462 498 495 201 201 137

            Cardiology 27 27 39 33 29 26 26 20

            Endocrinology 2 2 1 0 0 0 0 20

            Gastroenterology 0 0 0 0 0 9 9 8

            Hematology 6 12 7 0 0 1 1 3

            Neurology
a 1,083 1,125 1,223 1,286 1,411 1,502 937 791

            Obstetrics/gynecology 10 15 14 11 38 67 67 78            Obstetrics/gynecology 10 15 14 11 38 67 67 78

            Oncology/cancer research 108 118 137 145 162 153 93 136

            Ophthalmology 3 14 19 2 8 0 0 0

            Otorhinolaryngology 0 0 0 0 2 3 3 0

            Pediatrics 101 68 69 67 73 71 71 60

            Preventive medicine/community health 4,252 4,538 4,776 4,764 6,290 6,207 6,402 6,716

            Psychiatry 53 45 46 53 38 45 45 55

            Pulmonary disease 0 0 1 1 1 14 14 1

            Radiology 42 65 26 23 27 17 17 47

            Surgery 8 9 7 7 6 7 7 13

            Clinical medicine, nec 858 1,093 1,130 1,306 1,398 1,010 518 486

        Other health 13,301 14,324 17,385 19,922 21,106 19,940 19,847 19,704

            Dental sciences 241 289 317 301 303 347 390 310

            Nursing 3,817 3,971 4,916 6,294 7,480 7,598 7,598 7,804

            Pharmaceutical sciences 822 975 1,254 1,786 2,054 1,466 1,472 1,034

            Speech pathology/audiology 2,416 2,598 2,982 3,230 3,123 3,219 3,219 3,226

            Veterinary sciences 53 52 58 112 116 148 247 234

            Other health, nec 5,952 6,439 7,858 8,199 8,030 7,162 6,921 7,096

na = not applicable; data were not collected at this level of detail. ne = not eligible; data were not collected for this field prior to 2007.

nec = not elsewhere classified.

a In 2007, GSS-eligible fields were reclassified, newly eligible fields were added, and survey was redesigned to improve coverage and coding of GSS-eligible units. "2007new" presents 
data as collected in 2007; "2007old" reflects data as they would have been collected under 2006 methodology. Science fields "communication" and "family and consumer 
science/human science" are newly eligible. Data for these two fields are only in 2007new. Science field "multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary studies" is also newly eligible; these data may 
have been reported under other fields before 2007. "Neuroscience" is reported as a separate field of science in 2007new; these data were reported under health field "neurology" in 
2007old and previous years. "Architecture" is reported as a separate field of engineering in 2007new; these data were reported under "civil engineering" in 2007old and previous years. 
See appendix A, "Technical Notes," for more detail.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, NSF-NIH Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering.


