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Undergraduate and total enrollment in higher education, by Carnegie institution type: 2000–15

(Number)

Year
All 

institutions

Doctorate-

granting 

universities — 

very high 

research 

activity

Doctorate-

granting 

universities 

— high 

research 

activity

Doctoral/ 

research 

universities

Master’s 

colleges and 

universities

Baccalaureate 

colleges

Associate’s 

colleges

Medical 

schools 

and 

medical 

centers

Schools of 

engineering

Other 

special-

focus 

institutions

Tribal 

colleges

Not 

classified

Undergraduate enrollment

2000 13,329,803 1,719,504 1,125,321 462,975 2,720,644 1,081,865 5,739,088 13,491 9,169 193,696 13,603 250,447

2001 13,895,335 1,764,724 1,156,958 489,260 2,824,105 1,118,359 6,104,082 13,268 9,244 213,588 13,835 187,912

2002 14,444,738 1,802,603 1,187,781 511,419 2,925,381 1,158,924 6,424,455 12,634 9,217 231,635 15,343 165,346

2003 14,666,119 1,824,259 1,202,071 536,510 3,003,697 1,182,851 6,485,355 12,563 9,295 246,010 17,527 145,981

2004 14,974,136 1,830,746 1,215,495 577,482 3,084,864 1,204,865 6,611,034 13,331 9,237 271,975 17,180 137,927

2005 15,157,730 1,845,961 1,220,299 580,383 3,228,183 1,220,137 6,638,361 13,325 9,291 289,518 16,879 95,393

2006 15,379,340 1,867,178 1,235,926 629,485 3,261,174 1,226,350 6,733,782 13,281 9,599 301,830 17,071 83,664

2007 15,799,911 1,889,120 1,255,393 691,830 3,342,695 1,235,442 6,947,933 13,315 9,557 313,525 17,222 83,879

2008 16,570,857 1,933,487 1,276,090 774,634 3,508,566 1,285,628 7,368,489 13,939 9,487 330,105 16,798 53,634

2009 17,778,741 1,966,982 1,309,390 866,197 3,699,649 1,356,407 8,155,018 14,113 9,377 359,041 19,507 23,060

2010 18,312,649 1,995,701 1,340,538 830,631 3,796,023 1,407,614 8,401,309 14,559 9,158 375,238 21,014 120,864

2011 18,299,791 2,023,129 1,369,440 836,182 3,834,973 1,417,963 8,211,697 14,873 9,041 358,354 18,777 205,362
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2012 17,963,547 2,045,667 1,380,936 791,941 3,843,334 1,407,583 7,887,474 14,534 9,128 350,945 18,819 213,186

2013 17,700,719 2,054,113 1,378,748 750,608 3,740,163 1,376,984 7,672,416 13,282 9,273 332,611 17,907 354,614

2014 17,519,741 2,086,405 1,396,448 583,815 3,727,183 1,356,438 7,452,412 12,383 9,396 305,748 17,516 571,997

2015 17,255,558 2,116,488 1,415,300 581,646 3,683,148 1,322,171 7,219,879 12,505 9,512 286,285 16,730 591,894

Total enrollment

2000 15,506,922 2,424,538 1,484,966 643,689 3,384,447 1,121,506 5,740,898 76,973 10,213 308,065 13,680 297,947

2001 16,129,629 2,483,646 1,526,997 685,362 3,517,030 1,157,533 6,105,526 78,162 10,455 329,024 13,996 221,898

2002 16,822,915 2,558,455 1,577,560 730,727 3,681,547 1,199,359 6,426,331 80,595 10,663 355,532 15,468 186,678

2003 17,118,126 2,593,906 1,599,392 778,843 3,776,865 1,224,609 6,488,052 82,081 10,830 379,140 17,776 166,632

2004 17,492,964 2,604,610 1,615,367 844,762 3,878,652 1,247,440 6,613,895 87,260 10,765 413,889 17,605 158,719

2005 17,710,640 2,620,649 1,618,433 863,683 4,037,841 1,263,954 6,642,190 90,647 10,773 435,319 17,167 109,984

2006 17,985,045 2,651,949 1,636,192 921,489 4,096,542 1,270,865 6,737,208 93,438 11,094 450,204 17,255 98,809

2007 18,474,977 2,691,983 1,665,194 998,984 4,200,593 1,282,243 6,951,546 96,616 11,016 464,631 17,418 94,753

2008 19,338,981 2,748,682 1,695,467 1,110,746 4,401,273 1,337,340 7,372,093 101,675 10,883 484,456 17,014 59,352

2009 20,671,503 2,809,366 1,746,651 1,219,751 4,636,037 1,415,501 8,159,022 106,789 10,809 521,473 19,686 26,418

2010 21,280,059 2,854,408 1,785,934 1,193,468 4,739,501 1,472,032 8,406,072 111,305 10,681 545,510 21,225 139,923
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2011 21,260,978 2,886,167 1,810,490 1,195,172 4,743,566 1,484,333 8,214,689 114,420 10,582 530,478 18,920 252,161

2012 20,902,515 2,908,258 1,814,961 1,139,238 4,744,685 1,473,295 7,890,753 116,840 10,720 519,355 18,881 265,529

2013 20,630,064 2,920,503 1,804,986 1,090,311 4,636,652 1,444,925 7,675,927 109,383 10,868 497,788 18,083 420,638

Note(s)

Data are based on degree-granting institutions eligible to participate in Title IV federal financial aid programs and do not match previously published data from Science and 

Engineering Indicators 2008 and earlier years that were based on accredited higher education institutions. Carnegie institution type corresponds to the 2010 Carnegie 

Classification of Institutions of Higher Education.

Source(s)

National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System, Fall Enrollment Survey (various years); National Science Foundation, National Center 

for Science and Engineering Statistics, Integrated Science and Engineering Resources Data System (WebCASPAR), https://ncsesdata.nsf.gov/webcaspar/.

Science and Engineering Indicators 2018


