Table 28. Doctorate recipients reporting one or more functional limitations, by broad field of study, sex, and citizenship status: 2015

One or more

limitations of any

type

Demographic characteristic Number Percent

All doctorate recipients 3,570
Field of study

Life sciences® 759
Physical sciences and earth

sciences 399
Mathematics and computer

sciences 229
Psychology and social

sciences 618
Engineering 555
Education 367
Humanities and arts 451
Other? 192

Sex

Male 1,854
Female 1,716

Citizenship status®

U.S. citizen or permanent
resident 2,462

Temporary visa holder 1,107
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6.1

6.7

6.0

6.8
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8.1

6.3

6.3
6.8

7.0
6.9

Visual limitations

Number
1,668

352

182

125

228
385
174
143

79

896
772

808
859

Percent
3.0

2.8

3.1

3.3

2.5
3.9
34
2.6

2.6

3.0
3.0

2.3
5.3

Hearing limitations

Number
614

135

74

28

99
85
72
81

40

370
244

469
145

Percent
1.1

1.1

1.2

0.7

1.1
0.9
1.4
1.4

1.3

1.3
1.0

1.3
0.9

2 Includes agricultural sciences and natural resources; biological and biomedical sciences; and health sciences.

b Non-science and engineering fields not shown separately.

¢ Excludes 3,734 doctorate recipients who did not report citizenship status.

Walking limitations

Number
265

52

18

12

53
40
36
30

24

128
137

186
79

Percent
0.5

0.4

0.3

0.3

0.6
0.4
0.7
0.5

0.8

0.4
0.5

0.5
0.5

Lifting limitations

Number
381

73

23

17

78
61
46
55

28

150
231

255
126

Percent
0.7

0.6

0.4

0.4

0.9
0.6
0.9
1.0

0.9

0.5
0.9

0.7
0.8

Cognitive limitations

Number
1,472

322

192

87

283
164
113
223

88

790
682

1,228
243

Percent

2.7

2.6

3.2

23

3.1
1.7
22
4.0

2.9

2.7
2.7

3.5
1.5

NOTES: Individual doctorate recipients could report more than one functional limitation. Survey asks degree of difficulty—none, slight, moderate, severe, or unable to do—an individual has in seeing

(with glasses), hearing (with hearing aid), walking without assistance, lifting 10 pounds, or concentrating, remembering, or making decisions. Those respondents who answered "moderate,

or "unable to do" for any activity were classified as having a functional limitation."

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Survey of Earned Doctorates, 2015.

severe,"



