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NSF Geosciences Beyond 2000:  A Window on the First Decade








Dear Colleague:








The National Science Foundation's Directorate for Geosciences (GEO) is undertaking a major long-range planning effort to develop a vision of the cutting-edge issues for the geosciences during the first decade of the 21st century.  The focus of "NSF Geosciences Beyond 2000:  A Window on the First Decade" is to develop a comprehensive view of the sciences for planet Earth and the scope of programs and activities that GEO should address during the period 2001 to 2010.  This planning effort will identify new scientific areas to address, the balance between research, education and outreach activities, the required enabling technologies and facilities, as well as determine the organization and management strategies best suited to achieve these long-range goals.





A draft outline and other material is currently posted on the GEO HomePage at





		http://www.geo.nsf.gov/adgeo/geo2000





As the plan develops, additional material will be posted at this site.  





This effort is co-chaired by Dr. Robert Corell, Assistant Director for Geosciences and              Dr. Richard Greenfield, Division Director for Atmospheric Sciences, with representation from the Divisions of Earth and Ocean Sciences.  GEO Beyond 2000 will be developed through extensive input from the geosciences community, including a GEO Beyond 2000 Working Group, the Advisory Committee for Geosciences, and outreach activities such as GEO 2000 Town Meetings scheduled for the professional society meetings. 





THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE INPUT INTO GEO’S  LONG-RANGE PLANNING PROCESS.  PLEASE SEND COMMENTS WITH A SUBJECT OF “GEO 2000” VIA E:MAIL TO





 geo@nsf.gov  





In the broader context, the National Science Foundation is engaged in a continuous process of establishing investment strategies and goals in accordance with the Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA).  Information on these efforts is located at http://www.nsf.gov/od/gpra/start/htm.





The list of planned outreach activities is provided below.  WE STRONGLY ENCOURAGE YOUR PARTICIPATION AT THESE MEETINGS.	





Wednesday, December 9, 1998 			


American Geophysical Union (AGU)					


GEO 2000 Town Meeting


5:30 to 7:30 p.m.					 


Room 135


Moscone Center					


San Francisco, CA


			


Sunday, January 10, 1999


American Meteorological Society (AMS) 


GEO 2000 Town Meeting	


7:30 to 9:00 p.m.    (Tentative)


Room   TBA


Wyndham Anatole Hotel


Dallas, TX





January 31-February 5, 1999


American Society of Limnology and Oceanography (ASLO) 


GEO 2000 Town Meeting will be scheduled


Santa Fe, NM





April 26-30, 1999 


The Oceanography Society (TOS)


GEO 2000 Town Meeting will be scheduled 


Reno, NV  





May 31 - June 4, 1999 


AGU


GEO 2000 Town Meeting will be scheduled 


Boston, MA





We look forward to working with you over the next year to develop a plan that represents the scientific goals of the next decade and that also communicates the excitement of geoscience research to a broader constituency.  We plan to document this effort through various media by December 1999.











								Robert W. Corell


								Assistant Director


