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EPSCoR Jurisdictions Applying for  High Performance Connections Awards





Dear Colleague:





Supplemental funding is available to institutions from EPSCoR jurisdictions receiving a two year approximately $350,000 (per institution) grant for High Performance Connections (NSF 96-64).





Subject to the availability of funds, the EPSCoR program may supplement a High Performance Connection award with up to $200,000 of additional funding for extraordinary costs of telecommunication lines of DS3 bandwidth (45 megabits per second) or higher to a vBNS point-of-presence (POP).  Extraordinary costs are defined as the costs that are higher than the average cost for telecommunication lines. For the purposes of this solicitation only line costs in excess of $175,000 per year for DS3 or higher bandwidth will be considered. No other costs of the connection project such as equipment, personnel, maintenance, etc.,  may be covered by this request for supplemental funding.





To qualify for this supplement, you must submit a brief request (1-2 pages), which provides details about the "extraordinary costs" for your project and which explains why these higher costs apply in your specific situation.  The request should include the chosen method and cost proposed for connecting to the vBNS and should describe at least one alternative option that was examined.





Please send this request, counter-signed by the authorized organizational representative with a proposed budget (Form 1030) to:





			EPSCoR Office


			ATTN:  Dan VanBelleghem


			National Science Foundation


			4201 Wilson Blvd.  Room 875


			Arlington, VA 22230





Requests will also be accepted by fax (703-306-0456) with original signatures to follow.  The requests must be received at NSF by April 20, 1998.  The form 1030 can be obtained from the NSF Proposal Forms Kit (NSF 98-3) or the Grant Proposal Guide (GPG) (NSF 98-2).  The Forms Kit and GPG can be obtained online at http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/cpo/gpg/start.htm. 





External reviewers will evaluate the cost effectiveness of the proposed network connection, the thoroughness of your effort to obtain cost-effective connection prices, and the amount of the supplement.  No cost sharing is required for this supplemental request.





�					�


George Strawn					Richard J. Anderson


Division Director					Office Head


Division of Advanced Networking			Office of Experimental Programs Infrastructure and Research			to Stimulate Competitive 


Research








The Foundation provides awards for research and education in the sciences and engineering.  The awardee is wholly responsible for the conduct of such research and preparation of the results for publication.  The Foundation, therefore, does not assume responsibility for the research findings or their interpretation.





The Foundation welcomes proposals from all qualified scientists and engineers and strongly encourages women, minorities, and persons with disabilities to compete fully in any of the research and education related programs described here. In accordance with federal statutes, regulations, and NSF policies, no person on grounds of race, color, age, sex, national origin, or disability shall be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any program or activity receiving financial assistance from the National Science Foundation.





Facilitation Awards for Scientists and Engineers with Disabilities (FASED) provide funding for special assistance or equipment to enable persons with disabilities (investigators and other staff, including student research assistants) to work on NSF projects.  See the program announcement or contact the program coordinator at (703) 306-1636.





The National Science Foundation has TDD (Telephonic Device for the Deaf) capability, which enables individuals with hearing impairment to communicate with the Foundation about NSF programs, employment, or general information. To access NSF TDD dial  (703) 306-0090; for FIRS, 1-800-877-8339.
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