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Facilities Instrumentation Activity for FY 1998 - Letters of Intent
In response to the recommendations of the 1995 NRC Panel on Ground-Based Optical and Infrared Astronomy * (the “McCray Report”), NSF’s Division of Astronomical Sciences (AST) has made provision to support the acquisition of “facility-class” instrumentation at the nation’s independent observatories, in exchange for merit-based access by the US astronomical community to these observatories.  “Facility-class” instruments are those costing more than $0.5M, intended for use with telescopes larger than 3.5 meters, and which are engineered for community use.  This activity was described in the August, 1996 edition of the AAS Newsletter (p 22).  In FY 1996 five facilities instrumentation awards were made under AST’s Advanced Technologies and Instrumentation (ATI) program.  While no new awards will be made during FY 1997, AST does expect to be able to fund facilities instrumentation awards in FY 1998.

It is emphasized that the Facilities Instrumentation activity is a separate part of the ATI program.  Non-facility-class instrumentation proposals of any size will still be welcome under the ATI program.

The deadline for proposal submission under the Facilities Instrumentation activity is August 29, 1997.  The proposals will be evaluated by a panel.

Parties interested in submitting proposals under the Facilities Instrumentation activity are requested to provide AST with a letter of intent, including a brief description and approximate cost of the instrument(s) to be proposed, by July 15, 1997.  Although submission of a letter of intent does not obligate a party to submit a proposal, the letter of intent is a prerequisite for submission of a proposal.  The letter of intent is not a pre-proposal.  It is to be used by AST to gauge community interest in the Facilities Instrumentation activity for planning purposes.

The letter of intent should be addressed to the Program Director, ATI, Division of Astronomical Sciences, National Science Foundation, 4201 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22230.
The format for Facilities Instrumentation proposals is the standard NSF proposal format described in  the Grant Proposal Guide (GPG, NSF 95-27).   In addition to the elements described in the GPG facilities instrumentation proposals must also include a proposal for community access to the facility as described in the McCray Report

Questions or comments concerning this activity may be directed to Dr. Benj. B. Snavely, Program Director for Advanced Technologies and Instrumentation, Division of Astronomical Sciences;  (703) 306 1828 or by e-mail to bsnavely@nsf.gov.

The Foundation provides awards for research and education in the sciences and engineering.  The awardee is wholly responsible for the conduct of such research and preparation of the results for publication.  The Foundation, therefore, does not assume responsibility for the research findings or their interpretation.

The Foundation welcomes proposals from all qualified scientists and engineers and strongly encourages women, minorities, and persons with disabilities to compete fully in any of the research and education related programs described here. In accordance with federal statutes, regulations, and NSF policies, no person on grounds of race, color, age, sex, national origin, or disability shall be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any program or activity receiving financial assistance from the National Science Foundation.

Facilitation Awards for Scientists and Engineers with Disabilities (FASED) provide funding for special assistance or equipment to enable persons with disabilities (investigators and other staff, including student research assistants) to work on NSF projects.  See the program announcement or contact the program coordinator at (703) 306-1636.

The National Science Foundation has TDD (Telephonic Device for the Deaf) capability, which enables individuals with hearing impairment to communicate with the Foundation about NSF programs, employment, or general information.  To access NSF TDD, dial (703) 306-0090; for FIRS, 1-800-877-8339.

* ”A Strategy for Ground-Based Optical and Infrared Astronomy”, Report of the Panel on Ground-Based Optical and Infrared Astronomy, Committee on Astronomy and Astrophysics, National Research Council (1995) available from the Board on Physics and Astronomy, National Research Council, 2101 Constitution Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20418
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