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Cover: “Cathedral Berg At Night,” ©1994 by Neelon Crawford.

This photograph of a heavily eroded iceberg was made on the evening of June 23, 1994. R/V Polar Duke, from
which the picture was taken, was about 60 miles south of the Antarctic Circle, in the Bellingshausen Sea at
67°26’77.6” S. 70°05’39.9” W.  The highest points of the berg tower more than 100 feet above the waterline and the
length of the visible portion of the berg is on the order of 400 feet.  The berg presumably calved off one of many
glaciers on the Antarctic Peninsula, but in fact could have traveled a far greater distance to this location.  Some of
the berg’s ice may have been formed hundreds of thousands or even millions of years earlier.

Inside Back Cover: Polar stratospheric clouds are illuminated by the Sun in the Antarctic Spring. Photo © by James
Mastro.
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This document represents the final report of the United States Antarctic Program External Panel.

The report has the unanimous approval of all 11 panel members and draws upon our collective

experience which includes some 44 individual trips to Antarctica involving visits to all

three U. S. stations, each research ship, support icebreakers and numerous field sites.  As

a panel, we visited McMurdo Station and South Pole Station and toured support facilities

at Christchurch.  We received approximately 70 briefings and conducted 80 “one-on-one”

meetings with individuals involved in virtually all aspects of the Antarctic Program.  Over

200 inputs were received in response to our request for “public comments.”

During visits to McMurdo and the Pole, the Panel conducted informal “Town Meetings”

and was the beneficiary of numerous comments by members of those communities having

first-hand experience in day-to-day operations.  We are most appreciative of the candor

and professionalism with which we were treated by all those with whom we came into

contact, and in particular the members of the National Science Foundation who so expertly

and constructively supported our efforts.

We believe the U. S. Antarctic Program is well managed, involves high quality science

and is important to the region as well as to the United States.  We also believe that in the

current budget environment, costs must be reduced, preferably through increased

efficiency and “reinvention,” but, if not, through reduced scope.  Recommendations are

offered herein to help ensure the continued viability of the program into the 21st century.

United States Antarctic Program External Panel

Washington, D. C.
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