Government-Wide Suspension
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Criminal Investigatio
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We received an allegation that a PI, a tenured professor at a
University, used NSF award funds to purchase items for
personal use, rather than the engineering equipment listed in
his grant proposals.

Our investigation substantiated the allegation, and we
determined that PI purchased high-end photography
equipment and accessories, computers, and printers that he
used primarily for his own purpose off-campus.

Consequently, we referred the matter to a Criminal AUSA, and
his criminal case is pending.



uspension

The University fired the PI, who promptly started an SBIR
company.

He applied for and was awarded NSF funds on behalf of the
SBIR company.

Upon learning of the new award, OIG recommended that NSF
terminate the award, which it did prior to the PI receiving any
funds.

OIG also recommended that NSF issue a government-wide
suspension of the PI and his new company, pending the
resolution of the criminal case.

NSF concurred and issued a government-wide suspension.

PI was subsequently indicted.
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