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•  Research Misconduct(RM)– F,F, or P in proposing /conducting 
research 

•  Suspension/Debarment is warranted in more egregious cases or cases 
where grant monies were obtained under false pretense (i.e. F,F, or P was 
germane to the funding decision) 
•   S/D is one of many tools that agency can use to address RM 
•   Maintaining integrity critical to a fully functioning U.S. research enterprise 
 

•  Case Study 1 
•  PhD student fabricates data in 6 of 16 federally funded research projects 

•  Alters data to better support research hypothesis 
•  Solicits assistance of husband’s assistance to cover up  
•  During investigation, admits to fabrications and commits to assist   
   university in cleaning up errant data 

•   Actions/Results 
•   RM finding, LOR, 5-yr debarment under maiden/married names 
•   University removes student from PhD program 
•   Loses offer to join faculty at Harvard Business School 



•  Case Study 2 
•  Scientist submits 3 proposals in one month – all 3 are 85% plagiarized 

•  During university review, subject alters files and exchanges hard drives 
   to hide his transgression– university uncovers his nefarious act 
•   AUSA declines to prosecute 

•  Actions/Results 
•  NSF debars subject for 3 years 
•  University terminates professors employment 
 

•  Case Study 3 
•  Scientist plagiarizes proposal in competitive program 

•  Proposal ranks 13th – funding stopped after 14th 
•   Program officer strongly asserts he would not have funded if he knew 

•   Actions/Results 
•  Suspension of award ;  Recommendation to terminate within ROI 
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