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Report Memorandum #08-07 
 

Japanese Government’s 
S&T-related Budget Request – JFY2009 

 
This report, prepared by Kazuko Shinohara (kshinoha@nsf.gov) of NSF Tokyo Regional 

Office, is to brief on Japan’s S&T-related Budget Request for JFY 2009． 

 

Increase by 14.4 Percent: 

The CSTP (Council for the Science and Technology Policy) has compiled the Science and 

Technology-related budget requests by the various ministries/agencies for Japanese Fiscal Year 

(JFY) 2009 (April 2009-March 2010) and made them public.  All budget requests had to be 

prepared by August 31, 2008.  The total “requested” amount for all government S&T activities has 

increased to ¥4,085.8 billion ($40.8 billion) from the budget for the previous year of \3,570.8 

billion ($35.7 billion), an increase of 14.4 percent.  Of this amount, the Science and Technology 

Promotion budget has increased by 21.6 percent to \1,656.5 billion ($16.6 billion) from the budget 

for the previous year of \1,362.8 billion ($13.6 billion).  Table 1 is a summary of these figures. 

 



MEXT 64.3 Percent: 

The ministry/agency-level breakdown of the requests is presented in Table 2.  The budget 

requested by MEXT (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology) constitutes 

64.3 percent of the whole S&T-related budget requests.   

 

Major program elements are listed below:   

 

Transformative Technologies                                     \Billion       $Million¹ 

 

  Promotion of Transformative Technologies      MEXT 14.0  140 

 Photonic Network Technologies MIC  4.0   40 

 Genome Project to Develop New Agriculture Business MAFF  4.0   40 

 Development of Medical Equipment MHLW  2.6²   26² 

Environment/Energy Technologies 

 Technologies to Solve Global Warming Problems MOE  4.5²    45² 

 Innovative Solar Energy Generation Technology METI  3.5   35  

 Innovative Program for Predicting Global Change in  

   the 21st Century MEXT  2.5   25 

Science and Technology Diplomacy 

 Science and Technology Cooperation with 

   Developing Countries to Solve Global Issues MOFA/MEXT 3.8/1.3 38/13 

 New and Recurring Infectious Diseases MEXT/MHLW 2.3/3.1 23/31 

Local Area Vitalization 

 Intelligent Cluster Creation MEXT 11.3  113 

 Local Area Innovation METI  3.8   38 

Returning Science and Technology Results to Society 

 Realization of Regenerative Medicine MEXT  3.7   37 

 Translational Clinical Research METI  3.3   33 

 

¹The conversion used is \100/$, a figure that varies hourly. 

²Blue letters: Part of these amounts are used for these programs (exact amounts for these programs are not 

known).   

(MEXT: Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology; MIC: Ministry of Internal Affairs 
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and Communications; MAFF: Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries; MHLW: Ministry of Health, 

Labor, and Welfare; MOE: Ministry of Environment; MOFA: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, METI: Ministry of 

Economy, Trade, and Industry) 

 

Tokyo Office View: 

JFY2009 is the fourth year of the Japanese Government’s Third S&T Plan (2006-2010) that targets 

a figure of \25 trillion ($250 billion) of S&T budgets over five years from 2006 through 2010 

(http://www.nsftokyo.org/rm06-02.pdf).  The JFY2009 budget request was formulated primarily 

based on this recommendation.  Additional two items of note are “Technological Innovation 

Funds” and “Science Diplomacy.”  Technological Innovation Funds will be newly established in 

JFY2009 to promote world-class technologies at the leading edge of science and technologies with 

potential for significant economic and societal benefits.  The Japanese Government has already 

designated 23 innovative technologies (refer to: http://www.nsftokyo.org/rm08-05.pdf) in June 

2008 to be budgeted under Technological Innovation Funds in JFY2009.  The Science Diplomacy 

program funds activities by JST (Japan Science and Technology Agency), a funding agency under 

MEXT, to cooperate with JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency) to address global-scale 

issues critical to developing countries.  JST will provide research awards of \10-50 million 

($100,000-500,000) per project per year for 3-5 years.  JICA will provide expenses for travel and 

subsistence for Japanese researchers traveling to developing countries and for the researchers in 

developing countries to come to Japan, and the cost for equipment or other costs required to 

promote cooperative research in developing countries.            

       

This is not the final decision on the S&T-related budget request.  The CSTP will rank-order the 

projects requested by the ministries/agencies and make it public in early November 2008.  NSF 

Tokyo Office will produce a separate report following the ranking actions.   

 

Table 1. S&T-related Budget Request – JFY2009 

                        (Unit: \Billion) 

  
JFY2008 

Budget 

Requested 

Budget for 

JFY2009 

Increase/  

Decrease 

Increase/ 

Decrease    

(%) 

S&T-related budget Total  (A+B) 3,570.8 4,085.8 515.0  14.4

        A:  General Account 3,039.8 3,453.5 413.7  13.6
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            S&T Promotion Budget 1,362.8 1,656.5 293.7  21.6

        B:  Special Account 531.0 632.4 101.4  19.1

 

Table 2. S&T-related Budget Request by Ministry/Agency – JFY2009 

             (Unit: \Billion) 

 

JFY2008 

S&T-related 

Budget 

JFY2009 

S&T-related 

Budget 

Request 

Increase/Decrease 

(%) 

MEXT: Ministry of Education, Culture, 

Sports, Science and Technology 
2,318.2 2,628.3 13.4

METI: Ministry of Economy, Trade and 

Industry 
512.7 613.3 19.6

Defense Agency 184.1 188.5 2.4

MHLW: Ministry of Health, Labor, and 

Welfare 
136.4 174.0 27.6

MAFF: Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and 

Fisheries 
131.6 159.3 21.1

MLIT: Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, and 

Transportation 
78.6 91.9 16.9

MIC: Ministry of Internal Affairs and 

Communications 
70.8 75.8 7.0

Cabinet Secretariat 63.8 65.6 2.9

MOE: Ministry of Environment 33.1 40.6 22.7

CAO: Cabinet Office 18.1 22.5 24.0

MOFA: Ministry of Foreign Affairs 11.9 14.2 19.3

MOJ: Ministry of Justice 6.3 6.5 2.3

Police Agency 2.4 2.4 0.0

MOF: Ministry of Finance 1.5 1.5 -0.8

Diet 1.2 1.3 16.8

                   TOTAL: 3,570.8 4,085.8 14.4

 

 


