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(All the S&T excerpts below are from Chinese official websites and reports.)
---China S&T Resources Sharing Website opened

---China's fastest supercomputer unveiled 


---China to build observatory in South Pole


---China to build new polar expedition vessel 


---China's first Mars Mission delayed


---CAS and Boeing Company to collaborate on bio-energy,  

    advanced Material


---China, Germany build astronomical observatory in Tibet 
---CAS institute produces battery with high energy density
---The Fourth Conference of Third World Organization for Women  

    in Science to be held in Beijing

---China’s Southwest State Laboratory for Biodiversity under  

    construction in Yunnan Province

---American-Chinese professionals pledge to promote cooperation  

    between two countries


China S&T Resources Sharing Website opened
Source: MOST, 2009-10-19

China S&T Resources Sharing Website (www.escience.gov.cn), the portal of National S&T Infrastructure (NSTI) platform, was opened under the sponsorship of the MOST and the Ministry of Finance (MOF) in Beijing. The event marks an important step of NSTI to information-based and net-based platform. 

China S&T Resources Sharing Web is open to the general public, providing S&T information and services. On its website, one can find different sections including S&T information database, S&T news letters, platform building progress, and navigation to other S&T information websites. Users can, after registration, get information and services such as booking equipment, standard literature and resources, and access to other S&T resources websites.

China's fastest supercomputer unveiled 

Source: Xinhua, 2009-10-30


China's fastest supercomputer was unveiled at the China National University of Defense Technology (NUDT). The supercomputer is named Tianhe (Milky Way. According to Zhang Yulin, NUDT President, the 155-ton system, with 103 refrigerator-like cabinets lined up on an area of about 1,000 square meters, is expected to process seismic data for oil exploration, conduct bio-medical computing and help design aerospace vehicles.

Tianhe's peak performance reaches 1.206 petaflops, and it runs at 563.1 teraflops (1,000 teraflops equal one petaflop) on the Linpack benchmark.

The device, a product of 200 computer scientists and two years' work, is housed at the NUDT in Changsha, Hunan Province, and will be moved to the National Supercomputing Center in Tianjin at the end of 2009, according to Li Nan, chief coordinator of the program.

The NUDT plans to add hundreds or thousands of China-made CPUs to the machine, and improve its Linpack performance to over 800 teraflops. Currently, it is equipped with 6,144 Intel CPUs and 5,120 AMD GPUs, 

China to build observatory at South Pole

Source: People’s Daily, 2009-10-25  

Chinese scientists started their 26th Antarctica expedition on October 11 and plan to establish the observatory in South Pole.

One of the two exploration teams will head to China's Kunlun Station located at Dome A. Until now, China's self-developed automated observation equipment has worked continuously for 270 days at Dome A, according to Wang Lifan, a researcher from the Chinese Center for Antarctic Astronomy. China’s goal is to establish an observatory to explore the origin of the universe and signs of extraterrestrial life.

The Chinese scientists were expected to return to Shanghai on April 10 next year. According to the Polar Research Institute of China, the Chinese have made nearly 4,000 visits to the South Pole during the past 25years.


China to build new polar expedition vessel 

 Source: CAS, 2009-10-07

China is preparing to build a second polar expedition vessel independently, according to Wei Wenliang, Director of the Polar Expedition Office under the State Oceanic Administration (SOA). Currently China has only one polar expedition vessel, the so-called "Snow Dragon." It was built by the Kherson Shipyard, Ukraine, with ice-breaking capability level B1. The new ice-breaker will have a tonnage less than the “Snow Dragon”, but a faster speed and more powerful ice break capacity. It will take up most of the research tasks while the “Snow Dragon” will be more responsible for transportation of staff and materials.

China's first Mars Mission delayed

Source: China Daily, 2009-10-10

  

China's first Mars probe mission will be delayed because of Russia's decision to postpone the launch of its mission to the Martian moon Phobos from November, 2009, to the year 2011.

Russia's Phobos-Grunt mission had been slated to lift off aboard a Zenith rocket in October on a three-year mission to study Phobos and return soil samples to Earth. The Yinghuo-1 orbiter was set to be launched with the mission.

Russian scientists need more time to study Phobos' surface and design better facilities to collect soil samples from Phobos, so that the high cost of the mission will not be in vain. The delay has dampened China's first Mars probe plan.

CAS and Boeing Company to collaborate on bio-energy, advanced Material

Source: CAS, 2009-10-21

CAS and the Boeing Company signed a Memorandum of Understanding in Shanghai to cooperate on bio-energy, advanced material, and wireless technology.

Jiang Mianheng, VP of CAS, and John Tracy, senior VP of the Boeing Company, signed the Memorandum. The memorandum specified the mechanism of cooperation and the fields in which the two parties shall collaborate. 

China, Germany build astronomical observatory in Tibet 

Source: Xinhua, 2009-10-13

Chinese and German scientists are establishing an astronomical observatory in a Tibetan county. The observatory would be operational in early 2011, after a state-of-the-art telescope was moved to the Tibet plateau from its current site in the Swiss Alps, according to Wang Junjie, a researcher with the CAS National Astronomical Observatories. Wang and his colleagues are establishing the observatory in collaboration with scientists from the University of Cologne. 

The observatory would house a KOSMA 3-meter sub-millimeter-wave telescope, the first of its kind to be used in general astronomical observation in China. It will help China's research capacity in sub-millimeter astronomy and will hopefully provide a platform for astronomical experiments and training on the plateau and in the Polar areas. 

CAS institute produces battery with high energy density
Source: Science Times, 2009-10-16

CAS Shanghai Institute of Ceramics developed a sodium-sulfur battery with high energy density together with Shanghai Municipal Electric Power Company. The single battery has a capacity of 650Ah.  China therefore becomes the second country in the world (next to Japan) that has the technology of producing single sodium-sulfur batteries with high energy density.

The Fourth Conference of Third World Organization for Women in Science to be held in Beijing
Source: CAS, 2009-10-13 

More than 1,000 women scientists and representatives coming from over 100 countries and areas will attend the fourth conference of Third World Organization for Women in Science (TWOWS) next June in Beijing.

The conference’s theme will be "Women Scientists in a Changing World" and topics to be discussed include women scientists and frontier science development, women and global change, enterprising spirit and leadership of women, and gender equity mainstreaming in the global domain of science.

The conference will be hosted by the CAS and co-sponsored by the Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST), the Chinese Academy of Engineering (CAE), the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC), the China Association for Science and Technology (CAST), the All-China Women's Federation, and the Beijing Municipal Government.

China’s Southwest State Laboratory for Biodiversity under construction in Yunnan Province
Source: CAS, 2009-10-02
Construction has began on the Southwest State Laboratory for Biodiversity in Kunming, capital of Yunnan province in southwest China. The CAS and the Government of Yunnan Province will each invest 1.1 million RMB (or $14 million) in the project.

The laboratory will focus on the evolution of biological diversity, and carry out comprehensive studies on biodiversity protection and sustainable utilization. It aims to become a world-class biodiversity sustainable development research center and the help investigate key issues in biology protection.

The laboratory will be managed by the CAS’ Kunming Institute of Zoology, in collaboration with Yunnan University, and with the support from other CAS laboratories and institutes including the Lab of Cell and Molecular Evolution at the CAS Institute of Zoology, State Key Lab of Phytochemistry and Plant Resources at the CAS Kunming Institute of Botany, and the CAS Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden.

Yunnan is China's biologically most diverse province. It is known as the "kingdom of bio-resources" and the "treasury of biology gene."

American-Chinese professionals pledge to promote cooperation between two countries
Source: Xinhua, 2009-10-11

Members of the US based Association of Chinese-American Scientists and Engineers (ACSE) pledged to further promote U.S.-China cooperation and exchanges in S&T fields, according to Zhou Lubo, President of the ACSE, at the 17th annual conference of the ACSE in Chicago. The ACSE and its members are in a unique position to help and promote such cooperation in many aspects, including energy, climate change.

Secretary of Illinois State Jesse White, and Jiang Yaoping, Chinese Vice Minister of Commerce, attended the conference. 

According to the ACSE press release, the ACSE was founded in 1992 in Schaumburg, Illinois. It is one of the largest Chinese-American associations of professionals in the United States. 



