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-Green super rice receives financial support from Bill Gates Foundation
-Shanghai Synchrotron Radiation Facility to start service in April
NSFC sets up research fund for foreign young scholars 

Source: NSFC, 2009-03-02
National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) set up an overseas Young Scholar Research Fund to draw foreign scholars to China.

The mission of this initiative is to lay the foundation for future long-term collaboration by advancing foreign scholars' understanding of Chinese science and by broadening their knowledge of Chinese society and culture. A leader of NSFC indicates that "it is a strategy for the future." The fund will be open to young foreign scholars recommended by the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) or by the Ministry of Education (MOE) of China. It will support 50 scholars for a period of 6 to 12 months with a total funding of 10 million Yuan. Applicants will be evaluated based on their training backgrounds, research potentials and academic achievements, and the research projects are expected to be at the frontier of their respective disciplines.
New space launch center to be built in China's southernmost Hainan

Source: Xinhua, 2009-03-02
China will start the construction of a new space launch center in the southernmost Hainan Province in the near future, according to military sources. The State Council and the Central Military Commission approved the new space launch center at the end of 2008. It features high carriage efficiency, high launch capacity, and low launch costs, said the sources.

The new space launch center will be in Wenchang City, Hainan Province, and it will be divided into three parts, with functions to transfer, test, and launch rocket-carriers, and provide logistic, meteorological, telecommunications and technological services. The Wenchang Space Launch Center is designed for launching new-generation rocket-carriers and space vehicles like geo-synchronous (GEO) satellites, polar-orbiting satellites, space stations and deep-space exploration satellites.

China, Japan to begin teacher exchanges

Source: Xinhua, 2009-03-02
China and Japan will launch a bilateral exchange program involving about 1,500 teachers over the next three years, according to the visiting Japanese Foreign Minister Hirofumi Nakasone in Beijing. Japanese Foreign Ministry spokesman Kazuo Kodama said Japan would accept 1,000 Chinese teachers while sending 500 Japanese teachers to China. 

As to bilateral exchanges of youth, the two sides will work together to implement a youth exchange program involving about 4,000 young people in 2009. 

Nuclear talents vacuum in China
Source: Xinhua, 2009-03-03
China is in great need of nuclear science talents from the young generation, according to Zhu Zhiyuan, Director of the CAS’ Shanghai Branch. He stressed that China must step up efforts to attract and cultivate more young nuclear talents, in order to meet the demand of the country's future development.

China, realizing the huge potential of nuclear power as a "clean energy", has already strengthened nuclear science education in recent years. However, these efforts could not at once make up for the lack of nuclear specialist education in the country caused by previous insufficient attention towards the field for more than a decade.

Zhu said many young people were simply afraid of nuclear technologies, while others assumed the prospect of nuclear power as unpromising. Even now, few of the students enrolled in nuclear physics departments of Chinese universities or research institutes chose the field as their top choice.
Chinese state councilor meets Georgetown University President
Source: Xinhua, 2009-03-08

Chinese State Councilor Liu Yandong met with John DeGioia, president of Georgetown University of the United States, in Beijing. Liu expressed appreciation for the contribution of DeGioia to push forward educational exchanges and personnel training between China and the U.S. DeGioia said Georgetown would further cooperation with China and he would try his best to enhance Sino-U.S. relations. DeGioia was visiting China at the invitation of the Chinese People's Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries. 

China sent 180,000 students overseas in 2008

Source: Xinhua, 2009-03-26

A record high of 179,800 Chinese students went abroad for overseas study in 2008, according to Zhang Xiuqin, an official in charge of international cooperation with the Ministry of Education. 

The ministry does not have detailed information about Chinese students' destinations for overseas studies. However, according to the Beijing OZ Enrollment Center of International Education, a non-government overseas studies agency, the top three destinations for Chinese last year were the United States, Australia and the United Kingdom. 

Meanwhile, the number of Chinese returning home after overseas studies in 2008 reached 69,300. That's a 55.95 percent increase from 2007, according to the MOE. 

MOE statistics show that from 1978 to the end of 2008, more than 1.39 million Chinese studied abroad, of those, 390,000 returned home. China has also decided to send 5,000 government-sponsored students abroad each year from 2007 to 2011. It also offers a 5,000-U.S. dollar scholarship each to 300 students every year who pay overseas tuition themselves. 
Foreigners studying in China exceeded 200,000 in 2008

Source: Xinhua, 2009-03-26

The number of foreign students in China reached a record high of 223,499 in 2008, a 14.32 percent increase over 2007, according to the MOE.

 
Foreign students were attending 592 higher educational institutions throughout the country. In 2008, 13,516 foreign students received scholarships. That's 33.15 percent more than 2007. Since March of 2008, China has been using a database to keep track of every foreign student in the country. It also established an emergency response system especially for the safety of foreign students. 

MOE statistics show that the Republic of Korea, the United States and Japan were the top three sources of foreign students in China. 
China plans manned plunge to 7,000 meters below sea level
Source: Xinhua, 2009-03-09

China is working on an ambitious ocean exploration program that may send men to 7,000 meters deep into the ocean for the first time in the world, according to Sun Zhihui, Director of the Chinese State Oceanic Administration. A deep-sea manned submersible for the mission was assembled in 2008 and the test would begin this year.

The submersible could carry a crew of up to three people and would play an important role in deep-sea exploration of natural resources and polar research. Sun did not give a specific timetable for the test, saying it was still in discussion.

Chinese software detects academic plagiarists
Source: Xinhua, 2009-03-17

Chinese academic journals started using new anti-plagiarism software to cross-check papers after a series of plagiarism and academic fraud scandals. The program, Academic Misconduct Literature Check (AMLC), was developed by the China Academic Journals Electronic Publishing House and Tsinghua Tongfang Knowledge Network Technology Group (TTKN). 

Academic papers will be cross-checked with more than 60 million published articles collected on a database established by Tsinghua University in 1994. The database contained articles from about 7,500 academic journals as well as dissertations, yearbooks and papers given at important seminars, and is regarded as the biggest of its kind. 

The program can only check papers written in Chinese and can not cross-check them with foreign articles because of lack of foreign articles in the database.
Critical gene for enhancing China's super rice yield identified

Source: Xinhua, 2009-03-23

Chinese scientists announced that they have identified a gene that has played a key role in increasing the yield of China's high-yielding super rice. 

The gene is known as DEP1, but its mutant is called dep1, which can accelerate the division of rice cells and produce more grains per panicle. The mutant will become an important tool for rice breeding. Researcher Fu Xiangdong, from the Institute of Genetics and Developmental Biology of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, said his team has found the gene dep1 in high-yielding rice varieties grown in vast quantities in the Yangtze Plains and northeastern China. Fu also said the gene can have a similar function in other crops such as wheat and barley, raising hopes of breeding high-yielding cereal varieties. 

A research paper has been accepted by the journal Nature Genetics (http://www.nature.com/ng/index.html) and already appears in its Advance Online Publication (http://www.nature.com/ng/journal/v41/n4/abs/ng.352.html).

Green super rice receives financial support from Bill Gates Foundation
Source: CAS, 2009-03-27

China started an international collaboration project on green super rice in Sanya, Hainan Province on March 23, 2009. The project, titled "Green super rice for the resource poor of Asia and Africa", received 18 million U.S. dollars from the Bill-Melinda Gates Foundation. The project aims to develop new varieties of rice that can withstand drought, flooding, cold weather, and toxic minerals such as salt and iron. The overall goal is to breed at least 15 rice varieties and deliver these new, high-yielding varieties to small farmers in Asia (8 countries including China) and Africa (7 countries), along with training, according to Dr. Li Zhikang, chief scientist of the project, and researcher from Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS). 
The project’s partners include the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), Africa Rice Center (WARDA), Institute of Genetics and Developmental Biology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, and the Shanghai Agrobiological Gene Center (SAGC). The project is fully supported by the Bill-Melinda Gates Foundation and it will be carried out in three years. It is estimated that rice production in these countries could be increased by 20%, and 20 million poverty-stricken farmers will benefit from the project. 

Shanghai Synchrotron Radiation Facility to start service in April

Source: CAS, 2009-03-17
Shanghai Synchrotron Radiation Facility (SSRF), a third-generation of synchrotron radiation light source, will be completed and put into use in April, according to Shanghai Institute of Applied Physics (SINAP) of Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS).

Three accelerators of the project, a 150Mev electron LINAC, a booster that can increase the electron energy from 150MeV to 3.5GeV in 0.5 second, and a 3.5GeV electron storage ring have all been installed, and passed tests and adjustment.

SSRF is the biggest scientific platform for science research in China up to now. The construction of the project started on Dec 25th, 2004 in Shanghai, and cost 1,200 million Yuan. The project also includes 7 initial beamlines and experimental stations. These 7 beamlines are used for macromolecular crystallography, XAFS, hard X-ray microfocus, X-ray imaging and biomedical application, soft X-ray spectromicroscopy, diffraction and small angle X-ray scattering respectively. The former five beamlines are based on insertion devices, and the other two are based on bending magnets.

The mega experimental platform will help carry out research on life sciences, medicine and pharmacy, new material, physics, chemistry, petrochemical industry and biotechnology.
