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Where Do Highlights End Up? 

• Research.gov  
–Science, Engineering & 

Education (SEE) Innovation  
  for public viewing 
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www.research.gov/seeinnovation 
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Search by Jurisdiction 
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ND EPSCoR Highlight 
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ND EPSCoR Highlight 
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Files Needed for a Highlight 
• MSWord file showing complete concept 
• For each image: 

– JPG file 
– NSF Form 1515 MSWord file 

    Example from Idaho: 

7 

FORM 1515            CONCEPT 
 
JPG 



ID concept file (part 1) 
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TITLE: 
 

OUTCOME: 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPACT: 



Idaho concept file (part 2) 
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EXPLANATION: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AWARD #s: 
CREDIT: 
E-MAIL: 



Idaho form 1515 
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2009 VERSION 
1 per image 

Filled out completely 



NSF highlights database 
• Program Officer takes files submitted with 

annual report 
• Enters text into online database 

– Copy/Paste from MSWord file 

• Uploads images and Forms 1515 
– No spaces in filenames for images and Forms 1515 

• THISISANEXAMPLE.jpg 
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PO enters award numbers 
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• Multiple awards okay 
• Majority EPSCoR support 

• May be culmination of many years’ work 



PO enters title, outcome, impact 
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TITLE: 
 
 
 
 
 

OUTCOME: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPACT: 



Enter image 
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IMAGE FILENAME: 
 
 
 

CAPTION: 
 
 
 
 
 

CREDIT: 
 
 
 

1515 FILENAME: 
 

EMAIL OF IMAGE 
PROVIDER: 
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Finished 
highlight in 

NSF 
highlights 
database 



Providing an Image* 
*or more (up to 5 + video) 

• An image that can be understood by 
lay-people, with accompanying form 
NSF 1515 
–The image should show the highlighted 

work itself – not a campus building or 
lab 

–High quality visuals are important! 
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EPSCoR Guidelines 
• Highlights are expected for RII Track-1, 

Track-2 and C2 awards 
• Highlights are required for RII Track-1 

projects 
– Minimum of three submitted with the annual 

report 
• One science 
• One education/outreach 
• One open to choice 
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Problems encountered 
• Research highlights are often too technical – 

not understandable by a general audience 

• Broader impact highlights are often too 
general – without data that measures the 
impact of an intervention 

• Text is sent in PDF form rather than Word, 
and difficult to copy/paste into NSF’s 
highlights database 
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Current status 
• FY12 – 36 highlights entered into NSF 

highlights database 

• FY13 – more to be entered 

• Approved highlights are uploaded to 
Research.gov SEE Innovation, other NSF 
documents 
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Where Do Highlights (Also) End Up? 

• President’s Annual 
Budget Request to 
Congress 

• FY 2013 request 
released February 9, 
2012 
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FY 2013 Budget Request Highlights 
http://www.nsf.gov/about/budget/fy2013/Print%20By%20Tab%20PDFs/01-Overview_fy2013.pdf 

 

• Highlights from: 
– Harvard University 
– University of Kansas  

• CReSIS – a Sci. & Tech. Ctr. 
– Case Western Reserve 

University  
• CLiPS – a Sci. & Tech. Ctr. 

– UC Berkeley  
• TRUST– a Sci. & Tech. Ctr. 

 

 
 

– Kansas State University 
– University of South Dakota 

• EPSCoR 
– Louisiana State University 
– University of New 

Hampshire 
– Howard University 
– Boston University 
– NCAR - Boulder 
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FY 2013 Budget Request Highlights 
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DEB-1048206 

EPS-0903804 



 
 
 

Thank You 
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