
Mean Number of Reviews per Proposal, by Method and Directorate or Office

Methods of Review

All 
Methods

Ad 
hoc + 
Panel

Ad hoc-
Only Panel-Only

Internally 
Reviewed*

Returned 
without 

Reviewed
Withdrawn
Proposals

NSF Reviews 160,191 44,983 10,749 104,459

Proposals 40,182 9,442 2,806 27,934 2,541 765 263

Rev/Prop 4 4.8 3.8 3.7

BIO Reviews 15,540 9,226 362 5,952

Proposals 3,478 1,793 91 1,594 305 44 32

Rev/Prop 4.5 5.1 4 3.7

CISE Reviews 31,779 2,886 380 28,513

Proposals 7,522 578 108 6,836 410 113 85

Rev/Prop 4.2 5 3.5 4.2

EHR Reviews 17,470 1,103 582 15,785

Proposals 4,171 250 167 3,754 166 151 2

Rev/Prop 4.2 4.4 3.5 4.2

ENG Reviews 31,495 3,039 1,985 26,471

Proposals 8,546 651 587 7,308 635 201 17

Rev/Prop 3.7 4.7 3.4 3.6

GEO Reviews 15,291 10,390 2,748 2,153

Proposals 3,482 2,228 663 591 239 25 17

Rev/Prop 4.4 4.7 4.1 3.6

MPS Reviews 29,023 6,518 3,595 18,910

Proposals 8,250 1,500 871 5,879 362 92 82

Rev/Prop 3.5 4.3 4.1 3.2

OIA Reviews 1,527 813 47 667

Proposals 396 184 16 196 86 19 3

Rev/Prop 3.9 4.4 2.9 3.4

OISE Reviews 1,686 717 969

Proposals 426 157 269 2 12 4

Rev/Prop 4 4.6 3.6

SBE Reviews 16,380 10,291 1,050 5,039

Proposals 3,911 2,101 303 1,507 336 108 21

Rev/Prop 4.2 4.9 3.5 3.3

*The proposals totals shown in the "All Methods" category do not include the proposals shown in the "Internally
Reviewed" category. Proposals that are not externally reviewed typically include RAPIDs, EAGERs, and small 
grants for travel and symposia. Beginning in 2017, they also include RAISE proposals.


