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Merit Review Digest 
Modernization (2018 – 2020)
• Shorter document, focus on 

highlights
• Researchers can search supporting 

data online
• Broader distribution

• New Board-drafted Overview to 
Digest identifies highlights and 
trends, provides policy context
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National Science Board

Vision-Related Activities

Delivering Benefits from 
Research

• Broader Impacts criterion 
• Can it better meet societal needs

• NSB Resolutions
• Changes to reviewer training
• Add Broader Impacts experts to 

COV panels

• Expert Consultation
• Advancing Research Impact in Society 

(ARIS)
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National Science Board

Vision-Related Activities

Developing STEM Talent

• Are NSF programs developing 
diverse STEM talent

• How can NSF determine this
• What demographic data and 

other data does NSF have access 
to/need 

• Experts and Partners
• CEOSE Advisory Committee
• AAAS SEA Change

• DEIA Strategy updates
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National Science Board

Vision-Related Activities

Expanding the Geography of 
Innovation

• Reimagining EPSCoR led by CEOSE

• Opportunities for researchers from 
wide range of geographical areas
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National Science Board

Current Merit Review Criteria
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2011 NSB Report – National 
Science Foundation's Merit 
Review Criteria: Review and 
Revisions

• Intellectual Merit
• Broader Impacts

Time to re-examine?
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