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SAYING GOODBYE




LASER INTERFEROMETER GRAVITATIONAL OBSERVATORY (LIGO)

Gravitational Waves MOU for LIGO-India -
Detected 100 Years After March 31st
Einstein's Prediction — ! =
February 11th
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Presentation Notes
Now iconic image of merger of two black holes that unleashed gravitational waves detected by LIGO on September 14th and announced at a press conference on February 11th.

Middle photo = LIGO Lab Director Dr. David Reitze making the announcement.

Lower left = Rainer Weiss (MIT) with Kip Thorne (Cal Tech). Here, Weiss uses a prop to demonstrate how gravitational waves stretch and compress the fabric of space-time.  Another key spokesperson at the announcement was Gabriela González (Louisiana State University) who I visited the next week at the LIGO site in Livingston (lower right).

Upper right = Meeting with Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India after signing the Memorandum of Understanding for LIGO India.




CONGRESSIONAL VISITS — FEBRUARY THROUGH APRIL
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Row 1: Reid, Alexander, Capito, Bennet, Coons, Kirk, Booker, Gardner, Warren, Fischer, Thune

Row 2: Moran, Culberson, Tonko, Bera, Rouzer, Tester, Comstock, Schumer, Pingree, Simpson, Lankford

Row 3: McCollum, Joyce, Palmer, Kilmer, Farr, Graves, Franken, Yoder, Murray, Schatz, Nelson, Shaheen 

Row 4: Smith, Peters, Murphy, Kennedy, Hultgren, Cole, Loudermilk, Shimkus, Aderholt, Harris, Bonamici, Lipinski

Row 5: Clark, Palazzo, Sessions, DeLauro, Perlmutter, Beyer, Fleischmann, Butterfield, Sanchez, Lucas, Hurd, Collins
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Since February, we fully launched the NSF INCLUDES program with the release of Program Solicitation #NSF 16-544 on February 22nd, along with a Dear Colleague Letter sent to the entire S&E community.  The first NSF INCLUDES solicitation aims to fund approximately 40 Design and Development Launch Pilots at ~$300,000 each.

The Due Date for Preliminary Proposal was April 15th - >600+ preliminary proposals received and now being reviewed to determine which will be invited to submit full proposals.

Earlier this week, I was at Ohio State University to talk about INCLUDES… here I am with Michael Drake (Prez of OSU), Jeff Wadsworth (CEO, Battelle) and Dan Mote (Prez NAE).

Inset photo in lower right is of Sylvia James, one of the NSF INCLUDES co-leads and Director of EHR’s Division of Human Resource Development, speaking about scaling and collective impact within NSF INCLUDES at Summit 2016 of the National Alliance for Broader Impacts, held at the University of Pennsylvania during April 20th-22nd.


GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT
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Next Einstein Forum, Dakar, Senegal – In March, I attended the Next Einstein Forum Global Gathering to spoke on a plenary panel about “Driving the agenda for African women in STEM.” The Next Einstein Forum was established in 2013 as a platform to bring together leading thinkers in science, policy, industry and civil society in Africa to leverage science to solve global challenges. 

CERN, Geneva – I continued on from Dakar to Geneva to visit CERN.  Here I am with Fabiola Gianotti, an Italian particle physicist who became the Director-General of CERN on January 1, 2016.  She is the first woman to hold the position of CERN Director-General.

Net Futures 2016, Brussels - Jim Kurose gave a keynote address during the opening plenary at the Net Futures conference in Brussels. His talk was during the Visionary Plenary focusing on how the internet and digital technologies are transforming our world and how we can overcome existing barriers online, to enable citizens to access digital goods and services, internet companies and start-ups to have their horizons expanded, and businesses and governments to fully benefit from digital tools.

Thailand - U.S. Education Roundtable, Bangkok - Joan Ferrini-Mundy gave a plenary address at the 7th Thailand - U.S. Education Roundtable on STEM Education: Learning Culture of the 21st C Workforce (Bangkok, February 2016), hosted by H.R.H. Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn who is actively engaged in a number of social issues and committed to education reform in Thailand.



U.S. PARTNERSHIPS
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and ARPA-E

Rhode Island
Universities
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Rhode Island Universities with Senator Reed

Engineering Public Policy Symposium with DARPA and ARPA-E – Pramod Khargonekar participated in an Engineering and Public Policy event on a panel on Research and Emerging Technologies with Dr. Arati Prabhakar (DARPA Director) and Dr. Ellen Williams (ARPA-E Director).  The leadership from the 3 agencies provided examples of how their agencies have worked to advance research on fundamental scientific challenges while also pushing new technologies into the market place, creating jobs, new companies, and in some cases, entirely new industries. 

Silicon Valley Leadership Group – this photo shows members of the group visiting us at NSF but I also went to California in mid-April to participate in the Group’s CEO Business Climate Summit 2016.

USA Science & Engineering Festival - NSF hosted 26 hands-on exhibits at the largest and only national U.S. science and engineering festival, held at the Washington Convention Center in April.  Organizers expected attendance upwards of 350,000 visitors over the 3-day Expo.
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