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NSF & TEXAS
In Fiscal Year (FY) 2019, the National 
Science Foundation (NSF) made 
$430,699,000 in awards to Texas in 
support of fundamental research, advanced 
technical education, entrepreneurial training, 
STEM teacher training, long-term ecological 
monitoring, small business development, 
major research instrumentation and more. 

DID YOU KNOW?

Total NSF awards to Texas 
in FY19

$357,610,000
Amount invested in 
fundamental research in 
Texas in FY19

$73,089,000
Amount invested in STEM 
education in Texas in FY19

$10,081,000
Amount invested in Texan 
startups through NSF’s 
small business program in 
FY19

$132,901,000
University of Texas at Austin

$53,879,000
Texas A&M Research 
Foundation

$41,148,000
William Marsh Rice 
University
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+ National Science Board, National Science Foundation. 2020. Science and Engineering Indicators 2020: The State of U.S. Science and Engineering.
NSB-2020-1. Alexandria, VA. Available at https://ncses.nsf.gov/pubs/nsb20201/.

DISCOVERY | The Texas Advanced 
Computing Center (TACC) at The University The Frontera supercomputer at the Texas Advanced 
of Texas at Austin (UT Austin) launched Computing Center.
Frontera, the fastest supercomputer at any 
university and the fifth most powerful system Image Credit: TACC
in the world. The system is the result of a $60 million investment by NSF to advance the next 
generation of leadership class computing. Frontera has been supporting science applications since 
June 2019 and has already enabled more than three dozen teams to conduct research on a range 
of topics from black hole physics to climate modeling to drug design, employing simulation, data 
analysis and artificial intelligence (AI) at a scale not previously possible.

STEM WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT | Austin Community College received a $7.5 million 
Advanced Technological Education (ATE) award to establish the InnovATEBIO National Biotechnology 
Education Center. The Center will address the need to educate highly skilled technicians for the 
nation's biotechnology workforce. Toward this goal, InnovATEBIO will provide leadership in 
biotechnology technician education, including support for development and sharing of best practices 
in biotechnology workforce development. With an emphasis on two-year Institutions of Higher 
Education (IHEs), the ATE program focuses on the education of technicians for the high-technology 
fields that drive our nation's economy. The ATE program supports curriculum development; 
professional development of college faculty and secondary school teachers; career pathways; and 
other activities.

SUPPORTING STUDENTS | NSF made $12,133,315 in awards in FY 2019 in support of graduate 
students through its flagship Graduate Research Fellowship Program, which supports students 
pursuingmaster’s and doctoral degrees in STEM disciplines.

STRENGTHENING STEM EDUCATION AT HISPANIC-SERVING INSTUTITIONS | The University of 
Houston and the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley are two of the first institutions in the 
country to receive an award under NSF’s Improving Undergraduate STEM Education: Hispanic-
Serving Institutions (HSIs) Program. The program aims to build capacity and increase retention and 
graduation rates for STEM students at HSIs, to support growth at institutions that have traditionally 
lacked federal resources, and to encourage the development of scientists and engineers.

SCIENCE & ENGINEERING INDICATORS | 4.80% of the Texas workforce is employed in S&E 
occupations, and 10.21% of Texas business establishments are industries with high 
employment in science, engineering and technology (SET) occupations.+

VIRTUAL FACIILITY TOUR | NSF funds the JOIDES Resolution, a drillship in the International 
Ocean Discovery Program (IODP) fleet, through a cooperative agreement with Texas A&M 
University. 

https://joidesresolution.org/about-the-jr/jr-vessel-tour/



