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FY 2022 Fast Facts

NSF By The Numbers
The National Science Foundation 
(NSF) is a $9.5 billion independent 
federal agency created by Congress 
in 1950 to promote the progress 
of science; to advance the national 
health, prosperity, and welfare; 
to secure the national defense. 
NSF’s vital role is to support basic 
research and researchers who 
create knowledge that transforms 
the future.

Oregon State University

$96,619,233
University of Oregon, Eugene

$26,411,376
Portland State University

$8,870,679
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Data represents FY 2022 Actuals unless otherwise indicated.

$4,005,000
Invested in Oregon

Businesses

$27,598,000
Invested in STEM 

Education in Oregon

$83,690,000
Invested in Fundamental 

Research in Oregon

$148,790,000
Total NSF Awards

to Oregon
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NCSES
According to the National Center for Science and 
Engineering Statistics (NCSES), which is housed in NSF,
Oregon ranks 15th in the nation for utility patents 
issued to state residents. Visit Oregon’s science and 
engineering state profile to learn more!

Learn More
CHIPS & SCIENCE – The CHIPS and Science Act’s investments 
in the U.S. National Science Foundation will help the United 
States remain a global leader in innovation. Implementation 
of this legislation will be key to ensuring that ideas, talent and 
prosperity are unleashed across all corners of the nation. For 
more information, please visit NSF’s CHIPS and Science website.

RESEARCH SECURITY – NSF is committed to safeguarding 
the integrity and security of science and engineering while 
also keeping fundamental research open and collaborative. 
NSF seeks to address an age of new threats and challenges 
through close work with our partners in academia, law 
enforcement, intelligence and other federal agencies. By 
fostering transparency, disclosure and other practices that 
reflect the values of research integrity, NSF is helping to lead 
the way in ensuring taxpayer-funded research remains secure. 
To learn more, please visit NSF’s Research Security website.

CONNECT WITH NSF – For more information on NSF’s impact 
in your state, please contact NSF’s Office of Legislative and 
Public Affairs at congressionalteam@nsf.gov.

Expanding the Frontiers of Science
The NSF Convergence Accelerator supports use-inspired, multidisciplinary efforts that address challenges of 
national importance and will produce deliverables of value to society in the near future. This Convergence 
Accelerator Phase I project at Oregon State University focuses on rapid development of intelligent built 
environment geo-databases using artificial intelligence and data-driven models. The impact on society of 
applying AI to rapidly create secure and intelligent 3D models of the built environment cannot be overstated. 
Accurate and reliable built environment data is critical for the well-being of communities, as this data is used 
for a variety of purposes including emergency preparedness, asset operations, maintenance, public safety and 
more. Infrastructure designers and planners increasingly require detailed 3D geospatial databases of the built 
environment to consider human scale perceptions, which today are often overlooked but critical to improving 
cities to better meet the needs of citizens and other emerging technologies, such as autonomous vehicles. To 
date, assembling and maintaining those databases has been too expensive. Based on this research, the project 
team plans to build a comprehensive cloud-based service which will be deployed to serve the architectural, 
engineering and construction community, helping to decrease the construction or renovation costs of public 
infrastructure funded with taxpayer money.

STEM Education
Computational thinking refers to a set of thought processes typically employed in computer science to solve 
large complex problems. Computational thinking itself does not require a computer and can be applied across 
a broad array of contexts, making it ideal for implementation in elementary classrooms. A Computer Science 
for All, or CSforAll, research practitioner partnership at Southern Oregon University examines how 20 K-5 
teachers integrate computational thinking into lessons across content areas, developing a network of teacher 
leaders and resources that can disseminate innovative teaching practices to enhance the learning experience 
of all students in K-5 classrooms. By supporting teachers as they make decisions regarding their own and their 
students’ roles in learning computational thinking, this CSforAll project advances a conceptualization of teacher 
learning of computational thinking as a self-sustainable process by combining what teachers know with how 
they can support disseminating this knowledge to other teachers. This project will study where computational 
thinking is evolving as an effective content-neutral instructional practice that supports language development in 
both monolingual and bilingual classrooms, making lessons and instructional resources widely available in both 
English and Spanish to teachers across the nation. 

Regional Innovation Engines 
The NSF Engines program envisions fostering flourishing regional innovation ecosystems across the country, 
providing a unique opportunity to spur economic growth in regions that have not fully participated in the 
technology boom of the past few decades. The NSF Engines program uniquely harnesses the nation’s science 
and technology research and development enterprise and regional-level resources. NSF Engines can catalyze 
robust partnerships rooted in scientific and technological innovation to positively impact the economy within 
a geographic region, address societal challenges, and advance national competitiveness. Find potential NSF 
engines in your state.
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41.15% of Oregon’s higher education degrees 
are concentrated in S&E fields.

5.36% of Oregon’s workforce are employed
in S&E occupations.

7.43% of Oregon’s total employment is 
attributable to knowledge - and 
technology - intensive industries.

Infrastructure
Oregon State University is managing construction 
of three regional class research vessels to help bolster 
the nation’s aging oceanographic research fleet. The 
RCRVs are cutting edge platforms and will add critically 
needed capacity to understand nearshore oceanic 
process and living marine resources, boosting U.S. 
marine science research capacity.

https://ncses.nsf.gov/
https://ncses.nsf.gov/
https://beta.nsf.gov/chips
https://beta.nsf.gov/chips
https://beta.nsf.gov/research-security
mailto:congressionalteam%40nsf.gov?subject=State%20Fact%20Sheet
https://beta.nsf.gov/funding/initiatives/regional-innovation-engines/find-potential-nsf-engines
https://beta.nsf.gov/funding/initiatives/regional-innovation-engines/find-potential-nsf-engines
https://ncses.nsf.gov/indicators/states/indicator/se-degrees-to-all-higher-education-degrees
https://ncses.nsf.gov/indicators/states/indicator/se-degrees-to-all-higher-education-degrees
https://ncses.nsf.gov/indicators/states/indicator/se-occupations-to-all-occupations
https://ncses.nsf.gov/indicators/states/indicator/se-occupations-to-all-occupations
https://ncses.nsf.gov/indicators/states/indicator/kti-percent-total-employment
https://ncses.nsf.gov/indicators/states/indicator/kti-percent-total-employment
https://ncses.nsf.gov/indicators/states/indicator/kti-percent-total-employment

