
ILLINOIS

Top NSF-funded Academic Institutions for FY 2022

FY 2022 Fast Facts

NSF By The Numbers
The National Science Foundation 
(NSF) is a $9.5 billion independent 
federal agency created by Congress 
in 1950 to promote the progress 
of science; to advance the national 
health, prosperity, and welfare; 
to secure the national defense. 
NSF’s vital role is to support basic 
research and researchers who 
create knowledge that transforms 
the future.
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$11,994,000
Invested in Illinois

Businesses

$42,204,000
Invested in STEM 

Education in Illinois

$300,422,000
Invested in Fundamental 

Research in Illinois

$342,625,000
Total NSF Awards

to Illinois
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NCSES
According to the National Center for Science and 
Engineering Statistics (NCSES), which is housed in NSF,
Illinois ranks 6th in the nation for science, engineering 
and health doctorate recipients. Visit Illinois’s science 
and engineering state profile to learn more!

Learn More
CHIPS & SCIENCE – The CHIPS and Science Act’s investments 
in the U.S. National Science Foundation will help the United 
States remain a global leader in innovation. Implementation 
of this legislation will be key to ensuring that ideas, talent and 
prosperity are unleashed across all corners of the nation. For 
more information, please visit NSF’s CHIPS and Science website.

RESEARCH SECURITY – NSF is committed to safeguarding 
the integrity and security of science and engineering while 
also keeping fundamental research open and collaborative. 
NSF seeks to address an age of new threats and challenges 
through close work with our partners in academia, law 
enforcement, intelligence and other federal agencies. By 
fostering transparency, disclosure and other practices that 
reflect the values of research integrity, NSF is helping to lead 
the way in ensuring taxpayer-funded research remains secure. 
To learn more, please visit NSF’s Research Security website.

CONNECT WITH NSF – For more information on NSF’s impact 
in your state, please contact NSF’s Office of Legislative and 
Public Affairs at congressionalteam@nsf.gov.

Expanding the Frontiers of Science
Researchers today are achieving exciting results with new machine learning and artificial intelligence methods 
in applications ranging from materials discovery, chemistry and drug discovery to high energy physics, weather 
prediction, advanced manufacturing and health. These new methods and results are not easily applied by others 
due to the need for specialized expertise and resources. To overcome these barriers, researchers at University 
of Chicago are developing methods and tools to create Model Gardens, collections of curated and tested 
machine learning and AI models linked with the data and computing resources required to advance the work of a 
specific research community. Such new methods, software and tools can make it simple for model producers to 
publish models in forms that are easily consumed by others, and for model consumers to discover and integrate 
those models into their applications in academia or industry. The project connects researchers in materials 
science, physics and chemistry to help establish Model Gardens for their communities and empower key 
research centers to collect and provide broad access to new methods and models. Further, the project connects 
aspiring researchers with scientific problems, engaging hundreds of students from diverse backgrounds and 
training a next-generation machine learning and AI-empowered workforce.

STEM Education and Broadening Participation
The Illinois Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation, or ILSAMP, STEM Pathway and Research Alliance will 
significantly increase the number of underrepresented minority students graduating with science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics degrees and joining the STEM workforce or matriculating into STEM graduate 
programs. Led by Chicago State University, ILSAMP is reorganized to consist of a diverse group of 15 public 
and private universities, community colleges and non-academic organizations in urban and rural settings within 
Illinois. In addition to CSU, four-year institutions include DePaul University, Governors State University, Illinois 
Institute of Technology, Northeastern Illinois University, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, University 
of Illinois Chicago, and University of Illinois Springfield. The participating two-year institutions are Prairie State 
College, Malcolm X College, Morton College and Saint Augustine College. The two non-academic sector partners 
consist of Argonne National Laboratory and the Field Museum of Natural History. The project is also conducting 
broadening participation research to further strengthen the LSAMP model. Findings from the project will be 
disseminated broadly via the Louis Stokes Midwest Regional Center of Excellence in Broadening Participation, 
scholarly journals and STEM conferences nationally and internationally.  

Regional Innovation Engines 
The NSF Engines program envisions fostering flourishing regional innovation ecosystems across the country, 
providing a unique opportunity to spur economic growth in regions that have not fully participated in the 
technology boom of the past few decades. The NSF Engines program uniquely harnesses the nation’s science 
and technology research and development enterprise and regional-level resources. NSF Engines can catalyze 
robust partnerships rooted in scientific and technological innovation to positively impact the economy within 
a geographic region, address societal challenges, and advance national competitiveness. Find potential NSF 
engines in your state.
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30.59% of Illinois’s higher education degrees 
are concentrated in S&E fields.

4.71% of Illinois’s workforce are employed
in S&E occupations.

7.87% of Illinois’s total employment is 
attributable to knowledge - and 
technology - intensive industries.

Infrastructure
The Hybrid Quantum Architectures and Networks 
Center at the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign tackles the challenge of scaling quantum 
processors by pursuing an alternative paradigm that 
leverages the strengths of different quantum systems. 
The center supports robust education, research 
coordination, community engagement and industrial 
partnership programs that will address the quantum 
workforce challenge at all levels and promote the 
quantum technologies ecosystem.
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