
NSB-05-72 
May 31, 2005 

 
 
MEMORANDUM TO MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD  
 
SUBJECT:  Major Actions and Approvals at the May 25-26, 2005 Meeting 
 
This memorandum will be publicly available for any interested parties to review.  A more 
detailed summary of the meeting will be posted on the National Science Board (NSB, the Board) 
public Web site within 10 business days.  A comprehensive set of NSB-approved Open Session 
meeting minutes will be posted on the Board’s public Web site following the August 2005 
meeting. 
 
Major actions and approvals at the 386th meeting of the Board included the following  
(not in priority order): 
 

1. The Board approved the minutes of the Plenary Open Session (NSB-05-47) for the March 
2005 meeting of the NSB (http://www.nsf.gov/nsb/meetings/2005/0305/open_min.pdf).  
Minutes for the Plenary Executive Closed and Closed Sessions for the March 2005 
meeting of the NSB were also approved. 
 

2. The Board approved a resolution to close portions of the upcoming August 10-11, 2005 
NSB meeting on staff appointments, future budgets, pending proposals/awards for 
specific grants, contracts, or other arrangements, and those portions dealing with specific 
Office of the Inspector General investigations and enforcement actions, or agency audit 
guidelines (NSB-05-49) (Attachment 1). 

 
3. The Board approved the annual report of the Executive Committee as present by the 

committee chairman, Dr. Arden L. Bement, Jr., NSF Director (NSB/EC-05-8) 
(Attachment 2). 

 
4. The Board approved a schedule of meetings for calendar year 2006 (NSB-05-51) 

(Attachment 3) and asked Dr. Crosby to report at the August 2005 meeting on candidate 
locations for the February 2006 annual retreat and site visit.   

 
5. Dr. Delores Etter and Dr. Barry Barish were re-elected to two-year terms as members of 

the Executive Committee. 
 

6. The Board approved added language on the Directorate-level standardized memorandum 
transmitting Board Member proposals to the Board for review  
(Attachment 4). 

 
7. The Board approved the transmittal letter and management response for the Office of 

Inspector General semiannual report. 
 

http://www.nsf.gov/nsb/meetings/2005/0305/open_min.pdf
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8. The Board endorsed the NSB Chairman proceeding to plan, with the Office of Science 

and Technology Policy (OSTP), for a Joint NSB-PCAST Roundtable Discussion on 
Federal-State Policies for R&D. 

 
9. The Board endorsed the establishment of a distinguished Commission on Pre-College 

Math and Science Education, in order for the Board to provide the President and 
Congress advice about the role of the National Science Foundation and the Federal 
government in this area.  Drs. Natalicio and Hoffman will work with Dr. Crosby to 
develop a draft charge for this NSB Commission on Math and Science Education, and 
present the draft to the Board in August 2005.   

 
10. The Board approved a letter in response to Congressman Vernon Ehlers on science, 

technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education (Attachment 5). 
 

11. The Board approved the recommendation of the Education and Human Resources 
Committee for the Board-sponsored “Workshop on Engineering Workforce Issues and 
Engineering Education:  What are the Linkages,” to be held at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology on October 20, 2005.  

 
12. The Board approved the topic for the companion piece to Science and Engineering 

Indicators 2006, focusing on K-12 education.   
 

13. The Board approved a resolution that supports the NSF Director taking all necessary 
steps to meet the requirements for polar icebreaking among available options to best meet 
the needs of the research community in the most cost effective manner.   
(NSB-05-68) (Attachment 6). 

 
14. The Board approved a new priority order for new start Major Research Equipment and 

Facilities Construction (MREFC) projects, in the following order beginning with highest 
priority:  Alaska Region Research Vessel, National Ecological Observatory Network, 
Ocean Observatories Initiative, and Advanced Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave 
Observatory (LIGO). 

 
15. The Board approved Setting Priorities for Large Research Facility Projects Supported by 

the National Science Foundation (NSB-05-77); subject to final editorial changes 
approved by the NSB Chairman and Committee on Programs and Plans (CPP) chairman 
to be posted on the NSB Web site when final edits are completed. 

 
16. The Board approved Long-Lived Digital Data Collections:  Enabling Research and 

Education in the 21st Century (NSB-05-40); subject to final editorial changes approved 
by the NSB Chairman and CPP chairman to be posted on the NSB Web site when final 
edits are completed. 
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17. The Board approved the National Science Foundation Facility Plan, dated May 2005; 
subject to final edits identified by the Board.  Final plan will be posted on the NSB Web 
site when final edits are completed and approved by the NSB Chairman and CPP 
chairman.   

 
18. The NSB Chairman discharged the ad hoc Committee for the Vannevar Bush Award and 

the ad hoc Committee on Nominating for NSB Elections.   
 

 

      
Attachment 1:  (NSB-05-49) 
Attachment 2:  (NSB/EC-05-8) 
Attachment 3:  (NSB-05-51) 
Attachment 4:  Board Member Proposal Transmittal Memorandum 
Attachment 5:  (NSB-05-70) 
Attachment 6:  (NSB-05-77) 









Attachment 2 to NSB-05-72 
NSB/EC-05-8 

May 6, 2005 
 

 
 

2004 Annual Report of the Executive Committee 
National Science Board 

 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Section 7(d) of the National Science Board (NSB) 
Act of 1950, as amended, I hereby submit this annual report of the NSB Executive 
Committee, as approved at the Executive Committee meeting on May 25, 2005.  This 
report covers the period from May 2004 through April 2005.  I have served as Director of 
the National Science Foundation (NSF) and NSB Executive Committee chairman during 
the above time period. 
 
The elected membership of the Executive Committee during the past year was  
Dr. Warren M. Washington, Dr. Diana S. Natalicio, and Dr. Delores M. Etter.   
Dr. Barry C. Barish replaced Dr. Robert C. Richardson during August 2004.   
Dr. Michael P. Crosby, NSB Executive Officer and NSB Office Director, served as 
Executive Secretary. 
 
The Executive Committee met six times during this period:  five meetings at NSF in 
Arlington, Virginia and one meeting on the campus of the University of Texas at El Paso.  
Oral reports of its activities were made at meetings of the full NSB and are reflected in 
the minutes of those meetings. 
 
During this period, the Executive Committee took no actions on behalf of the NSB. 
 
 

 
 
 

Arden L. Bement, Jr. 
Chairman 

Executive Committee 
 
  
 
  
 
 



 
Attachment 3 to NSB-05-72 

NSB-05-51 
 

  
 

NSB Meeting Dates for Calendar Year 2006 
 

February 9 – 10 
          (Thursday - Friday) 

                                         [Annual Retreat/Site Visit] 
 

       March 29 – 30 
      (Wednesday - Thursday) 

 
   May 9 – 10 

       (Tuesday - Wednesday) 
[Annual Meeting and Awards Dinner] 

 
 August 9 – 10 

     (Wednesday - Thursday) 
 

         September 27 – 28 
     (Wednesday - Thursday) 

 
         November 29 – 30 
    (Wednesday - Thursday) 

 
 



Attachment 4 to NSB-05-72 
 

     
 

S A M P L E 
 
        [Month Day, Year] 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Dr. Michael P. Crosby 
 NSB Executive Officer and NSB Office Director 
 
FROM: xxxx 
 Assistant Director, [Name of Directorate] 
 
SUBJECT: Proposed Award to NSB Member 
 
The attached material provides information to the National Science Board (NSB, Board) that 
supports a recommended award to a principal investigator who is an NSB Member. 
 
The proposal [#] was submitted by and is under the direction of [Board Member name and 
institution].  In correspondence dated [date], [university] designated [name] as substitute 
negotiator with authority to negotiate with the National Science Foundation on behalf of Dr. 
[Board Member name] in matters related to this proposal/grant while  
Dr. [Board Member name] is a Member of NSB.  The Division of [name] has recommended a 
[duration] award in the amount of $[dollar amount]. 
 
On behalf of the program officer and division director, I verify that our review and decision-
making processes for making this recommendation were not influenced by the fact that this 
proposal involves a Board Member. 
 
 
Attachments 
  
 
 







Attachment 6 to NSB-05-72 
NSB-05-68 

      March 26, 2005 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD 
 
 

                             SUPPORT TO NSF DIRECTOR FOR  
        POLAR ICEBREAKING ISSUES 

 
 

WHEREAS the research supported by NSF in polar regions depends heavily on 
polar icebreakers, both as research platforms and to enable transportation of cargo 
and fuel to the U.S. research stations at McMurdo Sound and at the South Pole in 
Antarctica; and 
 
WHEREAS that research is critical for understanding phenomena of global 
importance, including climate change, and polar regions offer unique 
opportunities for forefront research in a broad range of disciplines; and 
 
WHEREAS the two Coast Guard polar class icebreakers that support McMurdo 
and South Pole supply are nearing the end of their design lifetimes and would 
require substantial costly upgrades within the next few years to keep them 
operational; and 
 
WHEREAS the Administration has proposed that NSF assume responsibility for 
polar icebreaking operations in FY 2006 and beyond; and 
 
WHEREAS the Administration and Congress have encouraged consideration of 
alternatives to the status quo; 
 
Therefore, be it RESOLVED, that the National Science Board supports the NSF 
Director taking all necessary steps to meet the requirements for polar icebreaking 
among available options to best meet the needs of the research community in the 
most cost effective manner. 

   

 
                                           Warren M. Washington 
          Chairman 

 
 
 


