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The NSF Award Cash Management 
$ervice (ACM$) is a our approach to 
award level payments and post-award 
financial processes.  

    
  

What is ACM$? 
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ACM$ User Survey Results 

GCM$ received 776 survey responses. The majority of 
the respondents were academic institutions; this was 
complimented by responses from over 200 users at 
non-profit organizations 

 
• Found the training effective and the training materials 

very useful.   
• Thought the transition to ACM$ was very efficient and 

effective.  
• Are highly satisfied with ACM$ performance. 
• Are satisfied with GCM$ staff customer service. 
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- Enter 
payment 
requested 
amount 
-  Check “Final 
Flag” to close 
award early 

Option to 
Upload/Download MS 
Excel  or to upload a 

XML file 
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Adjustments made 
to awards that are 
financially closed  

Adjustment Rules - Awardees are 
allowed to:   
 Make upward adjustments for 

up to 15 months after the 
award is financially closed 

 Make downward adjustments 
until the appropriation 
cancels. 
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Option to forward 
for certification or 
certify & submit 



ACM$  

ACM$ will be taken off line on September 
18th for the transition to ITRAK. 

Awardee will be asked to request two 
payments to cover the transition period: 

1. September 19th – September 30th 

2. October 1st – October 14th   

Payments will restart when ITRAK is 
implemented. 
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ITRAK 

Implementing a COTS (Commercial off-the-
shelf) Oracle accounting system. 
 
Planned start up date is October 14, 2014.  
 
Converting all open awards and only closed 
awards with an expiration date of 3/31/13 
or later. 
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Federal Appropriation Law 

Public Law 101-510 requires that all 
federal agencies financially close fixed year 
appropriation accounts and cancel any 
remaining balances by September 30th of 
the 5th year after the period of availability. 
The federal appropriation and not the 
effective/expiration dates of the award 
determines when it will cancel. 
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Cancelling Funds 

Awards with a red flag in ACM$ have 
cancelling funds 
The last date to draw the cancelling funds is 
September 18, 2014.  Same day as ACM$ 
goes off-line for ITRAK. 
Cancelling funds will not be available to 
awardees after September 18th. 
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ACM$ Survey Results 



System for Award Management 
(SAM) 

Effective with ITRAK start up, NSF will be 
making all payments using SAM banking 
information 
Awardees must insure their SAM registration 
is up to date. 
ITRAK will block payments for vendors and 
awardees with expired SAM registrations   

 https://www.sam.gov/ 
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https://www.sam.gov/


20 



21 

PROGRAM INCOME 



Program Income 

 The Program Income Reporting Worksheet 
was made available to awardees through 
Research.gov. 
April 14, 2014  was the deadline for 
awardees to update, certify and submit the 
Program Income Reporting Worksheet to 
NSF. 
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Results 

Approximately received over 1,600 program 
income reports (90%) from awardees 
totaling over $123 million.  This is a 50% 
increase over the total reported on the FFR. 
GCMS will continue to reach out to 
awardees who have not submitted or 
submitted an incorrect report. 
Goal is to reach 100% reporting compliance.   
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Program Income 

 The next Program Income Reporting period 
begins on October 1, 2014 for any program 
income earned during FY 2014.  

  
Due date will be November 14, 2014.   
 
Access webpage address: 
http://research.gov/programincome  
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http://research.gov/programincome


NSF Grant Accrual Validation 

Why are we doing this?   
NSF’s auditors believe that awardees have not 
drawn down a significant amount of their expenses 
by the end of the Federal fiscal year 

Under ACM$ awardees should:  
Time draws more closely with expenses.  
Avoid building up large negative cash on hand 
(COH)balances 
Work toward a business process that keeps cash 
on hand as near as possible to $0.00  - minimizing 
+/- COH 
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Improper Payments Testing 

Validating 450 payments from last quarter 
FY 2013. 

8 individual transactions are being tested for 
allowability from these payments  

Testing is being conducted by the NSF 
Internal Control & Quality Assurance 
Office. 

Goal is to complete testing by August 2014. 
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Updated DFM Contact List 

Mike Howe – Section Head – mhowe@nsf.gov or (703)292-8285 
     USP & Foreign Grantees 

Dorothy Battle – dbattle@nsf.gov or (703) 292-4440  
AL, AR, CO, DE, ID, IN, KY, MA, MS, PA, RI, SC, UT, WV and all 
Fellowship Payments  
Ilene Caruso – icaruso@nsf.gov or (703) 292-8334  
 AK, CA, CT, HI, IA, MO, ND, NM, NV, NY, SD, WA, WY and All SBIR 
Chris Berner – cmberner@nsf.gov or (703) 292-4335 

 AZ, DC, GA, MD, MI, MN, NC, NJ, OK, TX, VT 
 Naomi Jackson – nrjackso@nsf.gov or 703-292-8775 
FL, IL, KS, LA, ME, MT, NE, NH, OH, OR, TN, VA, WI  
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Questions 
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