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Ask Early, Ask Often!
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Topics Covered

e Origins of NSF

« NSF Organization

« NSF Budget in the Federal Context
« NSF Fiscal Year 2012 Budget Request
 Funding Trends
 Interdisciplinary Research

« Recovery Act Update

 Federal Grants — On the Horizon
 Research.gov

« Key Documents

e Questions
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Origins of NSF

« The Government should accept
new responsibilities for promoting
the flow of scientific knowledge
and the development of scientific
talent in our youth.”

— Science - The Endless Frontier, 1945

e 1947: Congress Approves, Truman
Vetoes

e 1950: Compromise Bill Approved
& Signed by Truman
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NSF Act of 1950

« To promote the progress of science...”
« NSB (24) and 1 Director, appointed by the President

« Encourage & develop a national policy for the
promotion of basic research and education in the
math, physical, medical, biological, engineering and
other sciences

e Initiate & support basic scientific research in the
sciences

 Evaluate the science research programs undertaken
by agencies of the Federal government

 Provide information for S&E policy formation




NSF Vision

Advancing discovery, innovation,
and education beyond the
frontiers of current knowledge,
and empowering future
generations in science and
engineering.




National Science Foundation

WHERE DISCOVERIES BEGIN

NSF in a Nutshell

 Independent Agency e Discipline-based

« Supports basic structure
research & education e Cross-disciplinary

e Uses grant mechanisms
mechanism e Use of Rotators/IPAs

« Low overhead; highly  National Science
automated Board
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NSF Organizational
Chart

National Science Board ___

Office of Cyberinfrastructure

Office of Diversity &
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Director Office of the General Counsel
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Personnel Changes

Dr. Subra Suresh confirmed as NSF Director

Dr. Cora Marrett confirmed as NSF Deputy Director

John Wingfield appointed Assistant Director for
Biological Sciences

Joan Ferrini-Mundy appointed Assistant Director for
Education & Human Resources

Dr. Machi Dilworth appointed Head, Office of
International Science & Engineering

Ms. Amy Northcutt appointed Acting Director of the
Office of Information & Resource Management
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Total R&D by Agency: 2012 Budg '

Budget Authority in billions of dollars

USDA $2.2 DOC, $1.7

All Other, $5.9
NSF, $6.3 /

Total R&D =

DOE, $13.0 $147.9 billion

2

NASA, $9.8_/ DOD, $76.6

HHS
(NIH)$32.3
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R&D in the FY 2012 Budget Request

Percent Change from FY 2010

HIST 48 _T%
DOE Energy 43_7%
DHS
DOE Defense
_DOT
MSF
DOE Scoience
MOAA
MASA
HIH
USGS
VA -1.6%
EPA -2 1%
DOD Weapons -5.0%
oD -6.2%
DOD S&ET -11.8%
UsSDA -17.7%

-30% -20% -10% 0% 10% 20% J0% 40% 50r% &0%



FY 2012 Appropriations Status

July 13: House Committee on
Appropriations passed blll

Sept 15: Introduced to Senate Committee
on Appropriations. Bill not yet
passed.

Oct 1: FY 2012 began under Continuing
Resolution

Nov 18: Continuing Resolution expires
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FY 2012 Budget Request o

FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2012
Account Enacted Request House Mark Senate Mark
R&RA $5,564 $6,254 $5,601 $5,443
EHR 5861 5911 5834 5829
MREFC 5117 5225 5100 5117
AOAM 5299 5358 5299 5290
NSB $5 $5 $5 $4
0IG 514 515 514 514
Total 56,860 57,768 56,853 56,697

Totals may not add due to rounding.




FY 2012 Budget Request

The Three Pillars of Innovation

 |nvest in the Building
Blocks of American
Innovation

 Promote Competitive
Markets that Spur
Productive
Entrepreneurship

e Catalyze
Breakthroughs for
National Priorities

BUDGET REGEEST FOCOHGRESS
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NSF Competitive Awards, Declines, &
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Distribution by Average Reviewer Rati '
for Awards and Declines, FY 2011

20,317

No Score Poor to Fair Fair to Good Good to VeryVery Good to Excellent
Good Excellent

Awards mDeclines
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Interdisciplinary Research (IDR)

° |mp0rtant research ideas ,_@_,National Science Foundation S
often transcend the scope ofa |~
single discipline or program.
 NSF gives high priority to Introduction to Interdisciplinary Research
promoting interdisciplinary
research and supports it
through a number of specific ~ |w-

. . . Sources of Support that undertakes scientific challenges in ;
SO I I C Itatl O n S ) innavative ways, Thus, NSF gives high priarity

. Contact Options to pramating interdisciplinary research and L
. supports it through a number of specific
Claffif 5 o ot solicitations. KWSF also encourages researchers

 NSF encourages submission e e

FAQs emerging areas extending beyond any

of unsolicited interdisciplinary

This site is meant to be a guide to the

proposals for ideas that are In e

research, Here we provide information on

HOME | FUNDING | AWARDS | DISCOVERIES | NEWS | PUBLICATIONS | STATISTICS | ABOUT | FastLane

NSF has long recognized the value of
interdisciplinary research in pushing fields
forward and accelerating scientific discovery,
Imnpartant research ideas often transcend the

Introduction

- wharn to contact for assistance in deciding - -
novel or eme rging areas ohere sn e i an nterdcpinry inrt:%”ﬁtj'v?i!Ltﬁ'aﬁi'tidoﬁ?'ié' 5
= assist_ inves_tigato_rs _in_submitting an ) . '
extending beyond any il dscolton vt 0 400t e e S
. the existing NSF programs, . R
particular current NSF & &

program.




ARRA: Reporting & Accountability

Requirements

« The OMB expectation is for a high level of
accountability and transparency from both
agencies and recipients.

— Higher scrutiny from:
e Administration
e Congress
* Public
 Recovery Act Accountability & Transparency
Board
 NSF Office of the Inspector General (OIG)
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ARRA Recipient Reporting Trends

100.0%

99.5%

99.0%

98.5%

Dec. 2009 Mar. 2010 Jun. 2010 Sept. 2010 Dec. 2010 Mar. 2011 Jun. 2011
B NSF

98.0% -

97.5% -

m Government-wide
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ARRA: Accelerating Spending

« OMB memo issued in September 2011 (M-
11-34) instructing agencies to accelerate
Recovery Act spending.

* Eighty-five percent of Recovery Act funds
have been spent, however, billions remain
obligated yet unspent.

* Funds still unspent by September 30, 2013,
will be reclaimed by the agencies

 Walivers will only be granted in exceptional
cases.
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Grants — What's on the Horizon

« Digital Accountability & Transparency Act
(DATA Act)

— Would require quarterly reporting on use of funds

e« STAR METRICS
— Documenting results of federal S&T investments

e Federal Grants Solicitations Improvement Act

— Would require agencies to submit a forecast of
grant solicitations by funding area for the coming
fiscal year
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September 28, 2011

e Supports the needs of institutions and researchers

* Increases transparency of Federal research spending
and outcomes (Research Spending & Results/Project
Outcomes Report)

e Provides the public, scientific community, and
Congress with easy access to information (SEE
Innovation)

e Leverages government-wide standards (RPPR/FFR)
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Report to the National Science Board
on the
National Science Foundation's
Merit Review Process

Fiscal Year 2000

NSB-10-27

 Proposal & Award
Policies & Procedures
Guide (PAPPG)

 FY 2012 Budget
Request to Congress

e Science & Engineering
Indicators

* Report to the NSB on
NSF Merit Review
Process
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For More Information

Ask Early, Ask Often!

nsf.gov/staff

nsf.gov/staff/orglist.|sp
nsf.gov/about/career_opps/rotators/index.jsp




