8/8/2022 Virtual Office Hour Recap – International Collaboration
Q: Is there anything in NSF comparable to the PASI (Pan-American Advanced Studies Institute)? 
A: The NSF Office of International Science and Engineering (OISE) no longer has funding opportunities along the lines of PASI.
Q: What general advice do you have for PIs for getting permits and the permitting process?
International work often requires more consideration of permits required to access sites, take samples, work in sensitive habitats, or study endangered or threatened species.  In all those cases, expect to need more time and planning to get permits in place.  Ultimately, the awardee institution is responsible for obtaining all necessary permits, but at the proposal and award recommendation stages you as the PI will want to provide evidence that your project is tenable as proposed and that you can obtain all necessary permits to allow the work to proceed. Research on live vertebrate animals requires an approved animal care and use protocol. The animal care and use protocol can be pending at the time of proposal submission but should be in place before an award recommendation is made. 
If you expect your work might itself create environmental impact, intersect with sensitive habitats, or threatened species, etc. it may be wise to reach out to a program director at the proposal preparation stage. 
Q: What are some reasons for NSF providing funding to foreign persons or entities are deemed insufficient in explanation.
A: Please consult the NSF Proposal and Award Policy and Procedures Guide (PAPPG – https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappg22_1/index.jsp).
NSF rarely provides direct funding support to foreign organizations. NSF will consider proposals for cooperative projects involving U.S. and foreign organizations, provided support is requested only for the U.S. portion of the collaborative effort.
In some cases, however, where the proposer considers the foreign organization or foreign individual's involvement to be essential to the project and proposes to provide funding through the NSF budget (through a subaward or consultant arrangement), the proposer must explain why support from the foreign counterpart's local sources is not feasible and why the foreign organization or foreign individual can carry out the activity more effectively than a U.S. organization or U.S. individual. In addition, the proposed activity must demonstrate how one or more of the following conditions have been met:
The foreign organization or foreign individual contributes unique expertise, organizational capability, facilities, data resources, and/or access to a geographic location not generally available to U.S. investigators (or which would require significant effort or time to duplicate); and/or
The foreign organization or foreign individual offers significant science and engineering education, training, or research opportunities to the U.S.
Such information must be included in any proposal to NSF, including new and renewal proposals. The information must be included in the project description section of the proposal. The box for "Funding of a Foreign Organization or Foreign Individual" must be checked on the Cover Sheet if the proposal includes funding for a foreign organization or foreign individual.
Q: What happens to an application if the justification for international collaborative funds is deemed insufficient - is the grant not funded, or is the budget for the international collaboration cut?
A: If a proposal recommended for funding includes NSF funding going directly to a foreign person or entity and the justification for that expenditure is not sufficient, the program director will likely reach out to the project’s principal investigator to determine the best course of action. 
Q: Is there any difference for requesting funding for wage labor or technician positions and supporting international Co-PI?
A:  NSF requires greater justification for any funding going to a foreign person or entity through a sub-award or consultancy.
Consultancies are considered experts contributing specified knowledge or expertise, whereas a sub-award is made to an organization or institution, typically to support another co-investigator. Justification is always important for any plans to spend money internationally. 
Q: Beyond having different boxes to check on the cover page, does NSF view an international campus of a US Institute of Higher Education differently than a completely international organization?
A: If the proposal includes funding to be provided to an international branch campus of a U.S. institution of higher education (including through use of subawards and consultant arrangements), the proposer must explain the benefit(s) to the project of performance at the international branch campus and justify why the project activities cannot be performed at the U.S. campus. Such information must be included in the project description. The box for "Funding of an International Branch Campus of a U.S. IHE" must be checked. 
