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Abstract 

The complex nature of starting, leading, and conducting convergence research means we may 
need to look beyond “science as usual” approaches for inspiration, practices, and models that 
can be applied in these contexts. One such example with special relevance for convergence 
research is National Academies Keck Futures Initiative, which ran from 2003 to 2019.  The 2014 
NRC Convergence report cited NAKFI as a successful example of fostering new avenues of 
convergence research because the program crossed disciplines, sectors, and professions.  A 
central feature of the NAKFI program was a commitment to continually evaluating and evolving 
the model. In that spirit, the first section of this talk will provide a brief overview of what the 
NAKFI program was, how it operated, and what its results were.  The middle section will suggest 
other fields of research and practice that can be brought into convergence research contexts.  
Finally, the talk will conclude by imagining how these ideas could be combined and applied by 
investigators, universities, or funding organizations. 
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