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McMurdo Television and Radio Services

Overview 
USAP AFRTS Services
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• McMurdo Television Services:
• 3 live 24 hour AFN Television Feeds-Sports/News/Entertainment
• 3 live Television Feeds from Scott Base-BBC/ABC/TVNZ (limited)
• 2 Movie Channels programmed locally
• Weather Channel
• Transportation Channel
• 2 McMurdo Information Channels (MIP)

• McMurdo Radio Services:
• 3 live 24 hour AFN Radio Feeds: Talk/General Music/NPR

• Broadcast and Cable fed via Information TV Channels
• Volunteer DJ Program

Overview 
USAP AFRTS Services



4

• Additional Services:
• Unmanned AFRTS Television Service to DOD facilities in 

CHC
• NPR Streaming Feeds (AFRTS Licensed) from Denver:

• McMurdo: Available via live broadcast, cablecast and 
intranet stream

• South Pole: Available via cached intranet feed
• Palmer: Available via live broadcast and intranet stream

• Note: Only licensed material provided by 
AFRTS/AFN/NMPS can be broadcast unless 
officially approved.  Ex. Sunday Science Lecture.

Overview 
USAP AFRTS Services
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Memorandum of Agreement between NSF and Naval 
Media Center (NMC)

• All USAP AFRTS services are DOD licensed and adhere to 
strict DOD requirements including copyright and 
operational regulations.  One contractor employee required 
as DOD trained Officer in Charge.  

• NMC provides annual technical visit for equipment 
upgrades, repairs and maintenance.  Travel paid by NSF. 

• NMC provides head-end equipment inventory as available.
• Naval Motion Picture Services provides movie inventory.  

800+ titles refreshed monthly.  Comparable to commercial 
video store.

• NSF supports all cable/distribution infrastructures.

Overview 
USAP AFRTS Services
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Overview 
USAP AFRTS Services

Memorandum of Agreement between NSF and Naval 
Media Center (NMC)

• This MOA is in transition.  All military branch affiliates 
have been reorganized as a single unit, the Defense 
Media Activity.

• Until a new DMA facility is constructed (2011 estimated) 
Assistant Secretary of Defense has instructed:

“Existing support contracts, Inter-Service Support 
Agreements, Same-Service Support Agreements, and 
non-reimbursed support arrangements will continue at 
current and programmed levels until they can be 
renegotiated or replaced. "
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Overview 
Multimedia Production Services

• Develop, produce and update 15 existing videos as 
directed by NSF; includes safety, environmental, 
training and orientation topics

• Provide on-call austral summer season production 
capabilities to document, edit and deliver public 
affairs materials

• Support major media events such as Today Show
• Collaborate with NSF/OLPA on special events and 

major science activities.  Ex. International Polar Year
• Maintain video archive
• Document and broadcast weekly summer science 

lecture at McMurdo
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• Maintain broadcast quality capabilities in terms of staff 
and equipment.  High Definition acquisition and editing.

• Provide support to AFRTS station operations in order to 
reduce on-ice footprint.

Overview 
Multimedia Production Services
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Questions?
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