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NSF-Funded Nobel Prize Winners in Science
 

The National Science Foundation (NSF) was established as an independent federal agency in 1950 “to promote the 
progress of science,” largely by supporting fundamental (basic) research. To fulfill that mission, NSF today makes 
more than 11,000 new awards each year by using a time-tested process of merit review. 
The success of that process is reflected (though only in part) by the number of NSF-
supported scientists recognized for their discoveries. NSF is particularly pleased that so 
many Nobel laureates have received NSF support at some point in their careers. In this 
way, NSF is the agent and advocate for the American people, investing public money in 
a more secure and productive future. 

The impact of these Nobelists and their NSF support extends beyond the research itself, 
into the network of people who support or benefit from that research. Many laureates 
serve as stewards of public funds by acting as reviewers of NSF proposals. Most inspire 
others to follow their lead, helping to create tomorrow’s Nobel candidates. And all are 
reminders of the unpredictable benefits that can result from early investment at the 
frontiers of knowledge. 

The American public is both the sponsor and the beneficiary of all the NSF-supported Nobel laureates listed here. 

NSF-Funded Nobel Prize Winners* 
Physics Chemistry Medicine Economics Total 

62 55 46 51 214 

This information is based on NSF’s Awards Database, which covers awards from the 1989 to present, and older 
information that predates electronic records at NSF. Information is available online for prior awards only if the 
award has been amended since 1989. 

For a listing of the Nobel laureates, see http://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=100683. For details on 
these laureates and the discoveries that earned them Nobel Prizes, see http://nobelprize.org. 

* As of 2014 
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