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NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD STATEMENT  

ON GLOBAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (R&D) INVESTMENTS 
 

If current trends continue, the National Science Board expects China to pass the United States in R&D 
investments by the end of this year.  

 

 

 

 
  Data from: Science and Engineering Indicators 2018 

   US 2016 Estimate from NSF, NCSES National Patterns of R&D Resources, 2017 
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About NSB 
The National Science Board and the National Science Foundation's Director jointly head NSF. 
NSB identifies issues critical to NSF's future and establishes the Foundation's policies. The NSB 
also provides the President and Congress with Science and Engineering Indicators, a biennial 
report on U.S. progress in science and technology. Members are appointed by the President for 
six-year terms and selected for their eminence in research, education and records of 
distinguished service. 
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